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Securing Safety Off-Campus
by Meghan Conway '12
News Staff

Campus News

Students and faculty who attended
the Safety forum on Thursday, Nov.
18, left with both a greater sense of
security, as well as new ideas for ways
to improve the safety and well-being
of Providence College students.
Student Congress and the division
of Student Affairs conducted the
forum due to the recent assaults
involving Providence College students
off campus. Rumors that the number
of assaults this semester has increased
were put to rest.
"Many people think there has
been a rise in crime off campus,"
said Lieutenant Daniel Gannon of
the Providence Police Department.
"There isn't more crime; it just seems
this way because there has been an
increase in crimes that are actually
being reported."
In the spring, there were five
incidents, and so far this fall there have
also been five. Nonetheless, Student
Congress and the division of Student
Affairs felt it was necessary to dispel
rumors of more off-campus violence,
as well as give students the opportunity
to voice concerns, ask questions, and
propose ideas about safety.
Major John Leyden, director of Safety
and Security, and Richard F. Kless, director
of Off-Campus Living, addressed the
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An officer speaks to Congress President Liane Nadaeu *11 about safety on and off campus.

roles of the Providence College security
guards to dismiss misconceptions
regarding their responsibilities.
"If crimes occur off campus, we are
required to contact the police," said
Leyden. "Our job is to be eyes and ears
for the police, because campus security
does not have the means to deal with
crime off campus. I will say, though,

that if something did happen in front of
one of my officers, and a student's safety
was at risk, they would get involved."
Gannon offered his insight as to why
assault and robbery occur frequently
off campus on the weekends.
"On Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays,
the surrounding neighborhood becomes a
mecca for intoxicated and unaware college

students," said Gannon. "Kids from other
parts of the dty are coining to the area
because you are easy targets. They ride
around on their bikes calling their friends,
letting them know where the house parties
are so they can go in and steal laptops,
iPods, and credit cards."
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Homeless Pasts Expose Possibilities
by Shannon Cordeiro '11
News Staff

Campus News

Rhode Island is currently experiencing a record-high level
of homelessness. To raise awareness of this issue, Providence
College has taken a call to action investing efforts in Homeless
Awareness Week from Monday, Nov. 29th to Saturday, Dec.
4th. On Nov. 29th, PC kicked off the week long event with a
Solidarity Supper at McPhail's. A simple meal of bread and soup
was served, and members from the Speaker's Bureau shared
with students their personal struggles of being homeless in
Rhode Island. In collaboration with the Rhode Island Coalition
for the Homeless, Campus Ministry provided PC students
with two distinct voices of homelessness, welcoming Carleton
Freese and John Joyce to share their stories. Freese and Joyce
guided students on a journey through real-life experiences of
homelessness and provided eye opening insight into the crisis
of homelessness in R.I.
Carleton Freese shared the story of his life, one that would
have taken a turn for tire worse. He was an entertainment
manager on a cruise ship for 11 years. He eventually moved
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Classes Combine Efforts for Breast Cancer
Students and Survivors Work Together to Raise Money and Awareness
by Micaela Cameron '13
News Staff

Campus News

Attending events on campus is
not only a great way to meet others
with shared interests, but also a way
for students to further their personal
causes. For a group of students, Vision
of Hope has allowed them to do just
that while applying their marketing
and photography skills to fundraise
for the Gloria Gemma Breast Cancer
Resource Foundation.
Students from Providence College
became involved in Vision of Hope
through
a
marketing,
art,
and
philanthropy class, which was advised
by professor of marketing, Cemal Ekin,
and professor of photography, Eric Sung.
The group, comprised of 11 students, is
in collaboration with and raises funds for
the Gloria Gemma Foundation.
Jordan Emerick '11, a member of the
class, described it in further detail.
"The class is marketing, art and
philanthropy. It is a cross-listed course
under marketing and photography.
Because this course is a brainchild of
our professors that has spawned from
previous projects, it was a late addition
to the course catalog. This is the first
semester that it has been offered.
However, this class is an experiment that
is definitely outside the box from a typical
marketing or photography class."
The Gloria Gemma Foundation was
established in 2004 by the Gemma
family in honor of their mother, Gloria
Gemma. The foundation aims to raise
breast cancer awareness and funds
in order to bring about breast health

COURTESY OF VISION-OF-HOPE.US

programs which are critically needed.
The Gloria Gemma Foundation Web
site states that one in eight women will
be diagnosed with breast cancer, and
that one woman dies from the disease
every 13 minutes. In addition, 450 men
will die from the disease this year.
"The Gloria Gemma Breast Cancer
Resource Foundation is one of the more
prominent organizations in all of Rhode
Island. [It was] an obvious choice to
work for a philanthropic cause. We are
truly inspired every day by the breast
cancer patients and their strength and
courage. Knowing that we can help
these people and their families keeps
us all on task and determined to do our
best," said Emerick.
The Vision of Hope raises funds
for the Gloria Gemma Foundation
by creating and selling a publication
on breast cancer awareness and also

through a formal fundraising event,
titled Vision of Hope, which is to take
place on campus Dec. 2.
The Vision of Hope event will
feature work by the students
involved as well as a silent auction
during the opening reception. The
students, who are marketing and
photography majors, used their
marketing skills in order to plan
and advertise the event, as well
as create artwork which will be
featured at the event.
Students from Vision of Hope also
put their skills toward advertising the
Dresses for a Cure event which took
place on campus on October 5, 2010.
"Our involvement was to publicize the
event. Our magazine has an article and
photographs of the event," said Emerick.
The group's publication will also be
featured at the event.

"This event is a culmination of our
class project. All semester long, our
goal has been to support the Gloria
Gemma Breast Cancer Resource
Foundation. The ticket and magazine
sales from the event, combined with
the proceeds from an auction of our
photographs held during our event, all
will benefit the Foundation. We want
the attendees to join us in celebrating
the joys of life through the lens of a
breast cancer survivor," said Emerick.
Emerick also spoke of his experience
thus far.
"Working with the Gloria Gemma
Breast Cancer Resource Foundation
has enhanced my perspective on life's
opportunities," said Emerick.
Emerick was surprised to learn
that the most unlikely sources usually
provide opportunity to those who are
battling diseases like breast cancer.
"As a class, we have an opportunity
to shed light on a difficult topic. Cancer,
in general, is always seen negatively, as a
sign of impending death, but our work can
help promote the victory associated with
breast cancer, and also any information
that is promoted can empower the general
public," Emerick said.
"Personally,
I
have
learned
a lot about event planning and
management. It was my personal job
to work on the magazine. I learned
so much about layout and design
and how to communicate an overall
message correctly through text and
pictures," said Emerick.
The Vision of Hope's Web site states
that "through both the publication and
the event, we intend to communicate
the humanistic aspects of breast
cancer." Tickets for the Vision of Hope
event are on sale now. The event will
take place on Dec. 2, 2010, from 5:307:30 in '64 Hall.

Sudanese Refugee Escapes War Zone
lost Boys' Return to Their Homeland to Help Improve Conditions After Receiving Education in the US
by Ryan Post '14
News Staff

Campus News

Many of us at Providence College may
take education for granted, but this is not
the case for Gabriel Bol and his native
country of Sudan. On Tuesday November
30, a student group from Dr. Nuria Alonso
Garcia and Dr. Jim Tull's Global Studies 101
class welcomed Bol, one of the "Lost Boys"
of Sudan, to speak about his experiences
as a refugee from Southern Sudan. When
he came to America, he received a formal
education. Now he travels in order to
present a documentary focused on the
journey he and his two friends took back
to their homeland.
A documentary filmed and directed
by Jen Marlowe, Rebuilding Hope tells the
story of Gabriel Bol, Koor, and Garang,
three men who escaped the war-ravaged
Southern Sudan as young boys, and their
eventual travel to the United States to
gain a full American education. Sudan
became its own free nation in the 1950s
when the British government, who had
colonized the area, transferred control
to a group of elite Arabs in the northern
portion of Sudan. This led to the North's
manipulation
and hoarding
Of
the
country's
resources at the expense of the South,
whose citizens in turn suffered from
hunger, poverty, and .disease. Bol, Koor,,

Students listen to Lost Boy Gabriel Bol as he shares his story about Sudan.

and Garang survive as proof of the strife
of Southern Sudan, but also as a beacon
of hope possible only through education

to flee their villages in order to escape
the hardships of war. With the help of
members of their tribe, they all managed
______
_camp
___
_______ to
reach_______
a refugee
in bordering Kenya. The
three boys met there
JF
and when they were old
enough, applied to a U.N. program
that would send them to America to be
educated. Their families did not know

WHAT IF I FIND MY FAMILY IN A DIRE SITUATIONS
AND WHAT WILL I BE ABLE TO DO FOR THEM
and perseverance.
Bol, Koor, and Garang were all under
,10. years of , age when they were forced
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their fate for a long period of time and
they had no relatives in America, hence
the nickname "The Lost Boys."
Koor went to Tucson, Ariz. where he
stayed with "Mom Carol" and her family
as he studied nursing with the hope of
bringing his knowledge back to Kenya to
improve their clinics. Garang stayed in
Chicago with the ultimate goal of returning
to Africa to find his family and improve
tire living conditions of the members of his
tribe. Gabriel Bol stayed in Syracuse, N.Y.,
where he studied at LeMoyne College and
earned a degree in math education.
On the possibility of finding his
parents, Koor said "I will be a spoiled
child between my family here [in
America] and my family in Sudan."
On the other hand, Bol recognized
the possible struggles of returning to
his native land, asking questions such
as, "What if I find my family in a dire
situation, and What will I be able to do
for them?" Koor eventually found his
mother in his native village but Bol's
parents had both passed away while he
was in America.
At the time of their homecoming, war in
Southern Sudan had ceased, but there was
still a lack of peace, said Bol. "Peace was
a lie," said one Sudanese. "You can't help
someone cross the river and leave them
halfway." Many of the citizens of Southern
Sudan who returned to their homeland
from refugee camps found conditions
identical to when they were forced out
due to war. The gunfire had stopped, but
the North still controlled the resources
necessary for a revival. "The Lost Boys"
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Unanswered Questions Addressed By Shanley
Congress Discuss Discrimination, Diversity, Rennovations, and Crime with College President
by Kaitlyn Monast '13
Asst. News Editor

Student Congress

Student
Congress
introduced
special guest Fr. Brian P. Shanely, O.P.
president of the College, for a question
and answer session on Tuesday night.
Shanley attends Congress once a
semester to answer questions the
Congress may have about where their
legislation or recommendations stand,
and what the College is planning for
upcoming years.
Members of the Congress asked
questions ranging from diversity
issues to campus security and
renovation possibilities.
Kenneth Woodland '11
asked
Shanley about a piece of legislation
that Congress passed last year. The
legislation he referred to involved
adding sexual orientation in the
College's non-discrimination policy.
Shanley told Congress previously
that he was meeting with lawyers to
discuss the catholic schools' standing
on addressing sexual orientation in
their mission statements, as well as
researching what other institutions
have done.
"I am thinking about it, and I'm
trying to figure it out, but I don't have
the final answer," said Shanley.
Mary Bogan '11 questioned the
College's stance in promoting wellness
at the college, focusing somewhat
on
the problems with alcohol
consumption.
Getting his inspiration from Thomas
Aquinas, Shanley asked what it means
to "flourish in life." He said that the
college wants to help students flourish,
not just stop the abuse of alcohol. The
problem, Shanley mentioned, is trying
to get students to buy into it.
"Trying to change a culture about
anything from diversity to alcohol
takes years," he said.
Shanley continued by explaining that
two years ago when the College took
away the privilege of having hard alcohol
students were really angry. However, as
the classes graduate and new ones come
in, the problem barely exists.
The topic was then changed to
the issues of crime. Despite the mass
amount of campus-wide e-mails that

have been sent this year, Shanley
assured Congress members that the
crime rates are the same as they have
been in previous years.
"It is a complex social phenomenon,"
he said. "There are a lot of people
from other schools and people who
do not attend college moving into the
neighborhood thinking they could
have fun on the weekends there."
Shanley spoke about the "crimes of
opportunity" and the importance of
knowing where you are at all times.
The College is trying to make students
feel safer by following a legislation
passed by congress to put lights up on
Eaton Street. The College is doing so
temporarily until the city can replace
them with permanent lighting.
Another Congress member asked
how the school was doing in regards to
financial aid for students.
"Financial aid is the biggest moral
imperative that I feel," said Shanley.
"I am spending more time than ever
fundraising."
Shanley explained how the Angel
Fund is already ahead of what it
was last year. Unlike other Catholic
institutions with money, the College
does not have many endowments. This
means the College cannot replace what
they give out in scholarships making it
harder to provide more aid.
"We are making progress but we are
not where we want to be," said Shanley.
A senior congress member asked
Shanley about the rumors of new
construction occurring at the College.
Shanley began speaking about
possibilities for the College. However,
he stressed that the plans were only
dreams and possibilities in the making.
Whether the plans can be initiated or
not was up to funding.
Shanley told Congress his dreams
for the College. First thing on his list
is to create a Humanities building,
for DWC and the Honors program,
and teachers' offices. By creating this
building the library can be expanded
to fill the teachers' offices and more
faculty members can be hired to
drive down the DWC class sizes. The
building, if created, will go between
Albertus Magnus and the library if the
soil can handle the construction.
Shanley also explained his other
dreams about possible new buildings.
Shanley joked about Dore and
Fennels' days being numbered. If the
Humanities building is created, Moore
Hall will no longer be needed. Shanley

Phillips Memorial Library HOURS
READING AND EXAM PERIODS
Friday, December 10
Saturday, December 11
Sunday, December 12
Monday, December 13
Tuesday, December 14
Wednesday, December 15
Thursday, December 16
Friday, December 17
Saturday, December 18
Sunday, December 19
Monday, December 20
Tuesday, December 21
Wednesday, December 22
Thursday, December 23

gave the possibility of replacing Moore
Hall with Dore Hall. Dore Hall can
then become the School of Business.
For athletics, the dream is to have
a soccer and lacrosse turf field with
a full track around it with a building
connecting it to the hockey rink. While
Shanley said the academic buildings
are first priority, many donors give
directly to athletics, so there is a good
possibility of this being created.

"I have big dreams in my head
about where we could be in five-10
years from now," said Shanley
Current
construction
includes
replacing the chain link fence on
Huxley with a new rot-iron fence. On
the corner of Douglas and Huxley,
there will be a stone sign saying
Providence College like the one on the
corner of Huxley and Eaton.

This Week In Con
Legislation Passed
Legislation passed by Congress will be presented to
Administration for furthur review

- The Class Times Legislation was passed this week.
The Legislation suggested that teachers should not
be able to switch class times or put students into
other sections without student consent.

Recommendations Discussed
Congress members presented recommendations to be voted on
in next weeks meeting

-Rent-A-Car Program: This car-sharing program
would allow students to rent cars at any time for a
price of $8.
-PC Pedals Program: This recommendation would
allow students to loan a bicycle for a said time for free.
-PC Prints: This recommendation stated that
Congress wants Administration to reconsider the
current PC Prints Policy due to a report that showed
the current policy was not working.
-Diversity: This piece is to recommend the College
hire a Chief Diversity Officer quickie and have at
least two students on the Search Committee.

PROVIDENCE COLLEGE

NEIGHBORHOOD SHUTTLE
Designed to help students safely travel to and from campus

8:00 a.m.-2:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-2:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.-2:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-2:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m. — 2:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m. — 2:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m. — 2:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-2:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m. — 2:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.-2:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. — 7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. — 7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

and the surrounding neighborhood

Departing from the back of Raymond Hall at the top of each hour
and on the half hour
SUNDAY-THURSDAY from 6pm-1 am
FRIDAY & SATURDAY from 6pm-2:30am
,
The route includes stops at the upper campus quad, Huxley gate. Jazzman's, Eaton gate
then proceeds through neighborhood streets to River Avenue and the portion of
Admiral between River and Huxley Avenues.

For more information, please visit "Transportation
Services" on the "Living at PC page on the College's
Website, or call 401.865.2234
Sponsored by the SAIL Office
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Religious Fraternity Recognized
For Insightful Literature
by Jordan Frias 'll
Asst. News Editor

Campus News

Ten years ago, the Providence
College Knights of Columbus fell
dormant and lost membership. Ten
years later, they regained power and
were the recipients of the Council
Activity Award for their newsletter
entitled Dumb Ox.
Grand Knight Cameron Durant
'11 accepted the award on behalf of
Providence College at the annual
Knights of Columbus conference
held in New Haven, Conn., this year.
The newsletter covered the Knights'
activities as a council, its involvement
with Campus Ministry, Catholic world
news, and prayer.
Four issues of the Dumb Ox were
published last semester and distributed
around campus at 250 copies per issue.
Despite
their
success,
the
Providence College Knights did
not release their newsletter this
semester. Durant says that they
delayed their publication for a
semester because they are trying
to find ways to increase their
readership, find a more affordable
publisher, and are contemplating
whether or not they should allow
non members to write pieces for
their publication. They predict that
it will be back in circulation once
spring semester begins.

positive feedback on their newsletter
from Providence College students
who are and are not religious.
Durant explained how a student
who defined himself as "a devout
atheist" thanked the Knights for
their insightful literature
and applauded them on
their efforts to expose
the campus to the
religious sentiments of
Catholic students.
Current treasurer Chris
Pedraita '13 has enjoyed
his time with
the Knights.
He learned
about
the
national
organization when he
went to a blood drive they were
running back in his hometown.
Also, his grandfather was a
knight when he was in college.
Pedraita
described
the
Knights as a "faith fraternity."
Durant explained how the
group is, in a sense, a fraternity
on
campus
even
though
fraternities aren't allowed at
the College.
"We're a fraternity in the
sense of men coming together
in spirit," Durant said. "We're
doing what we believe in and
what we were taught to do as young
children."
Last year, the Knights ran a Super
Bowl program with Campus Ministry,
sold carnations on Valentine's Day to
promote love and chastity, sponsored a

College students to volunteer with
the Special Olympics and also were
in charge of the March for Life.
Since their disbandment in 2000, a
Special Olympics group and PC for
Life group have formed on campus.
These groups have taken on the
responsibility of planning
events that formerly fell to
the Knights of Columbus.
Now,
the
re-esrablished
Knights of Columbus have
been working to define their
particular
role
on campus while
also supporting
these
noble
service groups.
"This year, to be
honest, we're trying to find our niche,"
Durant said. "We need to. find our own
thing that we can lead and take pride in."
One of the new initiatives that they
are trying to take on is providing
support for alumni and new
graduates who want to continue their
spiritual journey beyond the College
and do not know how to do so.
The Knights are looking to
increase their membership and have
high hopes for the future. Providence
College's Knights of Columbus
have been around since 1965 when
Brother Kevin was their moderator
and the Friar's Club moderator.
Both groups were highly involved in
community service at the time and
there was "a friendly rivalry" between
the two.
In 2008, Tom Dailey '10 played a
big role in reviving the Knights. Fr.
Thomas Ertle, assistant
chaplain, and Fr. Michael
J.
Cuddy,
chaplain,
✓J
currently serve as their
moderator. The Knights meet on
Mondays at 8 p.m. in room B in the
Campus Ministry Center.

DURANT EXPLAINED HOW A...DEVOUT ATHEIST
the Knights THANKED THE KNIGHTS FOR THEIR...LITERATURE
sayDsU ?ha! ••

recognize
the need for a Catholic newspaper
on our campus and hope that the
Dumb Ox satisfies those who want to
learn more about the Catholic faith.
The
Knights
have
received
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Lenten Fish Fry, participated in March
for Life, and helped donate Christmas
gifts for soldiers.
In the past, the Knights were
in charge of gathering Providence

SUDAN:

Garang
Emphasizes
Importance of
Education
Continued from page 3

saw this upon their return, and brought
medicine, mosquito nets, and resources to
help their families and neighbors.
Even after their years of work in
America, saving money and receiving a
quality education, Bol, Garang, and Koor
still felt they had not done enough. "It's
like a small child carrying an even smaller
child on his back," said one Sudanese
benefiting from the contributions of the
"Lost Boys."
Recently, Garang has installed wells
in his village, giving his fellow villagers
pure water, a necessity they had before
Eved without. Koor shared his nurshrg
knowledge with employees at the clinic
in his native village improving the quatity
of healthcare there ten-fold. Bol built a
school in his village where all children
are able to receive the education they
otherwise would never have had the
opportunity to get.
Bol speaks at schools and institutions
around America, including the United
States Congress, telling his story of his
return to Sudan and raising funds to
support his newly built school. "The only
way we can begin to improve the quality
of life in Sudan is through education. It is
the most important thing," said Bol.
In reflection on Bol's talk and Rebuilding
Hope, Brendan Murphy '14 said, "I would
love to support Gabriel [Bolj's organization.
He experienced the struggles in Sudan
first-hand and has footage showing the
struggles there. You know the money you
donate is going directly to the people who
need it, not just an organization."

Bands Rock Out to Eliminate Hunger
by Ryan Post '14
News Staff

Campus News

The music in McPhail's was rocking
along with the generosity of students
this past Friday. Under the direction
of Giuliana Cortese '13, Stop Hunger,
a Campus Ministry affiliated group at
Providence College, hosted their first
annual Rock Against Hunger, a "Battle
of the Bands" with the goal of raising
funds and canned goods for the Rhode
Island Community Food Bank.
Stop Hunger is affitiated with Bread
for the World, an American organization
that is "a collective Christian voice urging
our nation's decision-makers to end
hunger at home and abroad," according
to the foundation's Web site. Cortese,
Campus Events Coordinator for Stop
Hunger, said that "the mission of our
group is to get people aware of hunger in
our own communities through educating
the students and planning campus
events." To spread this message, the
organization decided to co-host a battle of
the bands with the College's on-campus
radio station, WDOM.
Cortese described the event as
predominantly
live
music
with
short blurbs about the objectives of
Stop Hunger between bands. While
admission to the event was free,
students of the College in attendance
were asked to make donations in the

form of either money or canned goods
to benefit the hungry in the greater
Providence area.
The event was co-hosted by Cortese,
Kevin Murphy '12, and Paige Clapper
'13, and there were a total of eight
performers: five bands and three solo
artists, including Providence College's
Cub and Tim Costello, and a visiting
band from Stonehill College who,
according to Cortese, was a crowd
favorite. Each band had a jar with their
name on it in which donations could
be made in the name of the donor's
favorite musicians.
While these donations and the
volume of applause for each band
were taken into consideration to
determine a winner, the ultimate
victor was determined by a panel
of judges consisting of WDOM DJ's,
including co-hosts of "Roommate
Conflict" and two other solo DJs with
time slots on 91.3 FM. "We wanted
judges who were knowledgeable
about music, and we thought the
WDOM DJs would be the best suited
for the job," said Cortese.
Playing an impressive set of original
songs, Cortese said that the campus
favorite, Cub, was the chosen winner
of the competition, earning a score
that was just eight points over Mauch
and Early, the two-man band from
Stonehill, who finished second. As a
reward for being judged the best band
on campus, Cub will be featured in
future events sponsored by the Board
of Programmers.

The entire event lasted just over
four hours and was considered a
huge success by the members of Stop
Hunger. "We're not a mainstream club
on campus. Most people probably
haven't heard of us, so we wanted to do
something to get everyone's attention
and bring awareness of poverty to PC
students. What better way to do that
than through music?" said Cortese.
"Musicians are all about the cause, so
we decided on a Battle of the Bands to
raise awareness."
At
the
event's
conclusion,
approximately 183 dollars were
raised and 18 canned goods were
donated. The sale of raffle tickets
also encouraged students to make
donations. Cary Collins donated a
signed poster of the basketball team,
This Guy's Pizza donated gift cards,

and McPhail's donated t-shirts, all
of which could be won through the
purchase of raffle tickets.
"People were coming in and out
all night, but I'd say the attendance
was in the hundreds, which we were
really happy with because we were
competing with a 211 night and a
hockey game," said Cortese. This was
the first Rock Against Hunger that
Stop Hunger has hosted, and due to its
success, Cortese says it is very highly
likely she will coordinate the event
next year as well.
Stop Hunger is also planning a
variety of other events taking place
later this year, including a 30 hour
fast, and possibly a Hunger Awareness
week filled with various events
educating students at the College of
the constant problem of hunger.
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SAFETY: Gannon

HOMELESS: Affordable
Recognizes 'Death Traps' Housing Out of Reach
Continued from front page

Continued from front page
Gannon reminded students to be
aware of their surroundings and to look
out for each other. He also stressed
the danger of hosting parties in the
basements of off-campus apartments.
"Basements are death traps: there
is one-way in and one-way out," said
Gannon. "If something ever happens
and there is a mad rush to the exit, it
will be a tragedy."
Kless and members of the division
of Student Affairs also disclosed the
pressure that the Providence police
are putting on the off-campus bars to
deny underage individuals.
"We are asking them to use card
readers or require two forms of
identification," said Gannon.
Leyden addressed the concern of
various students who feel the presence
of police off campus is lacking.
"There are some universities,
like Brown, for example, that have
police working in their security
departments," said Leyden. "This
is something we are considering
for the future, but right now the
College spends tens of thousands
of dollars a year on patrols
dedicated to Providence College
that supplement the normal police
patrol. On Fridays, Saturdays, and
some Thursdays and Sundays, we
have up to six officers attending to
the Providence College area."
Kevin Butler, dean of Student
Conduct,
discussed
issues
of

anonymity in terms of alcohol abuse
and student conduct.
"Do not hesitate to tell someone
what is going on," said Butler.
"We can't help you unless we have
information. A lot of students think
that if a dangerous situation arises
they cannot report it because they will
get themselves into trouble. This is
not true. We want students to report
incidents so we can make the College a
safer environment for everyone."
Steve Sears, the dean of students and
associate vice president for Student
Affairs, mentioned the cooperation of
neighboring universities will increase
security in the area.
"We have been in contact with
both Johnson & Wales University and
Rhode Island College regarding offcampus security," said Sears. "They
are invested in improving safety and
the communication with them has
been great."
The forum welcomed many
student suggestions.
One such
suggestion made by Nick Mikula
'11 was to provide students with
a means for anonymously texting
the Providence Police to report
an incident off campus, similar
to the anonymous text messaging
system, TipNow, which is currently
used on campus by Safety and
Security. Another suggestion made
by students was to improve the PC
Shuttle system by increasing the
advertising of its routes, as well as
to implement PC Shuttle signs at its
various stops on and off campus.

back to Rhode Island in 2002 in hopes
of finding a rewarding career change.
His dreams were put on hold, however,
when he was diagnosed with a fatal heart
disease. He was told that he would never
be able to work again. Additionally, he
was told he would never again be able to
pick up anything heavier than a gallon
of milk. To make matters worse, he was
diagnosed with cancer soon after. By
2003, his savings were depleted and he
had to resort to selling his assets. In time,
he was unable to afford his apartment,
and was forced to spend nights with
family and friends, an activity which
he dubbed "couch surfing." It was not
until he met with House of Hope, an
organization that provides housing for
homeless families, that the news was
broken to him that he was considered
homeless. In 2006, he moved into House
of Hope. Finally, at this point, after four
years of negotiation attempts with social
security, he was finally granted disability
social security checks. In Sept. 2008 he
had a heart transplant, and he is now
a four year cancer survivor. Freese has
learned through these experiences that
"homelessness is not something you
can put a face to. [The homeless] are
not all people who are inarticulate and
uneducated. It can happen to anyone."
John Joyce similarly shared his
own story. Shortly after ending a
rocky relationship, he lost his job
as a contractor. He refused to go to
shelters because he was ashamed that
he had actually become homeless.
Instead, he walked around the food

Mon: Babies

court, picking food samples from
vendors as a means of obtaining food
during the day. He eventually went
to soup kitchens where he realized
that homeless people are not all like
the ones you see on television. Joyce
says, "I sat at tables in soup kitchens
with people who were once lawyers
and stock brokers. I could sit at any
table at any soup kitchen, and there
we were a community."
Freese and Joyce's presentations may
have surprised students, making them
realize that homelessness can happen
to anyone. Joyce admits, "I didn't want
to be on a hus with my life on my back.
That's not what I intended for myself at
my age." Likewise, Freese asserts, "the
homeless are not out there by choice."
Why are people homeless? There is
a dire need for affordable housing.
Rhode Island is currently one of the
least affordable places to live in the U.S.
Homelessness awareness is the most
vital factor for addressing the issue of
homelessness. People need to realize
that when they are safe in the warmth
of shelter, homeless people are spending
their days and nights in tents, cars, and
under bridges. Joyce combats this reality
by arguing that "housing is a human
right, but because of the system, it has
become a commodity."
If you care about ending homelessness,
and if you would like to advocate for
affordable housing, please take action. You
can start by signing a petition available at
Raymond Hall this week during lunch
hours voicing your concerns. Together,
we can raise homelessness awareness
and come one step closer to stamping out
homelessness in Rhode Island.

Tues: State of Doßs
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Conflict Erupts in South Korea
by Katie Davenport '14
World Staff

South Korea

On Tuesday, Nov. 23, hostilities
between North and South
Korea escalated, causing the world
to fear that war will eventually
transpire between the two rival
nations. According to CNN, North
and South Korea fired at each other
for approximately one hour. North
Korea fired about 100 rounds of
artillery toward the border between
the countries, killing two South
Korean marines and wounding 18
other soldiers and civilians. South
Korea's military responded with over
80 rounds of artillery and deployed
fighter jets. Numerous island residents
fled to safety on boats because the
attack set fire to forests and houses.
The North accused the South
of military provocation In spite
of repeated warnings from the
Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, South Korea had supposedly
conducted maritime military drills
around the South Korean island of
Yeonpyeong, firing dozens of shells
that landed in North Korean territory.
The North believed that the South
was making "war maneuvers." In
addition, the North considered the
reports of civilian casualties to be
part of South Korea's propaganda
scheme. Overall, the deadly skirmish
increased the already existing tension

COURTESY OF INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS NEWS

On Tuesday, Nov. 23, North Korea opened fire on the South Korean island of Yeonpyeong. South
Korea responded and firing continued for one hour.

between the North and South.
Tension has remained high in the
Korean peninsula since last March,
when a suspected North Korean
torpedo sank the South Korean
warship Cheonan in the Yellow
Sea off the island of Baengnyeong.
Furthermore, the sinking of the ship
killed 46 South Korean sailors. South
Korea was outraged by the fatal
incident, but North Korea denied
any responsibility, even after an
international investigation team found
the North accountable. For the past
six decades, many other conflicts have
occurred along both land and sea
borders as each nation endeavors to
reunify the peninsula according to its
own government and regulations.

The attack on Tuesday significantly
worsened the hostile relationship
between North and South Korea. The
conflict may also inevitably affect
many other major world powers,
including the United States. "South
Korea is our ally," President Barack
Obama explained to ABC. "It has
been since the Korean War, and we
strongly affirm our commitment to
defend South Korea as part of that
alliance." However, when asked if he
would consider sending U.S. warships
or troops, Obama did not specifically
describe the United States' future
military actions because he wants
to first consult with South Korean
President Lee Myung-bak. The White
House later released a statement

saying that "[t]he two presidents
agreed to hold combined military
exercises and enhanced training in
the days ahead to continue the close
security cooperation between our
two countries, and to underscore
the strength of our alliance and
commitment to peace and security in
the region."
South Korea's military is currently
alert, but war is not a definite outcome.
As stated by CNN, North and South
Korea were slightly striving towards
better relations over the past few
months before Tuesday's attack.
North Korea requested military
discussions, and the South offered aid
to the impoverished North in early
September for the first time in three
years. Moreover, North Korean leader
Kim Jong-il is thought to be in the
process of relinquishing his power to
his son, Kim Jong-un. Some analysts
therefore view Tuesday's incident as a
way for North Korea to flex its military
power during its leadership transition.
Although war may not be certain,
it is definitely likely. After Japan's
defeat in World War II, Korea became
a split nation; the United States and its
Western allies supported the capitalist
South, while the Soviet Union
supported the communist North.
When Cold War tensions sparked
into war during 1950, the peninsula
was devastated and approximately
two million people were killed.
The fighting only ended with
a truce, not a treaty. Technically
the two Koreas are still at war.

Ayatollah Khamenei Pardons Prisoners
by Lynnzie Marinaccio '13
World Staff

Iran
According to a recent CNN report, the
Iranian government has just pardoned
649 prisoners in honor of a religious
holiday. The Iranian Constitution
gives the country's supreme leader
the ability to grant amnesty or reduce
the prison sentence of convicts. The
supreme leader, Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei, can only exercise this right
if the amnesty is recommended by
the Judiciary Chief, Ayatollah Sadeq
Larijani. This amnesty was granted
because of the Shiite Muslim festival of
Eid al-Ghadeer, which fell this year
on Nov. 25.
Iran is home to the world's largest
population of Shia muslims, the
second largest Islamic denomination.
According to a report from the Pew
Research Center called "Mapping the
Global Muslim Population," there
are between 66 million and 70 million
Shiites living in Iran, which constitutes
90 to 95 percent of the country's total
Muslim population. The term "Shia"
is the abbreviated version of a longer
phrase that means "followers of Ali."
Shia doctrine declares that Ali, one of
the prophet Muhammad's relatives,
was Muhammad's rightful successor.
Shiites believe that certain descendants
of Muhammad, known as Imams, have
unique spiritual powers and the right to
political power in the community. Ali,
the first Imam, according to the Shiites,
is believed to be free from all error and

sin. Ali is believed to have interpreted
the sacred Islamic law, which consists
of the writings of the Qur'an and the
examples of Muhammad, by himself.
This belief in Ali's infallibility and his
interpretations of Islamic law is one of
the crucial differences between Sunnis
and Shiites. This distinction continues
to shape inter-Islamic politics in the
Middle East.
The celebration of Eid al-Ghadeer
commemorates the occasion when
Muhammad appointed Ali as his
immediate successor and delivered a
sermon during which he announced
Ali's leadership, proclaiming to God:
"love those who love him, and be
hostile to those who are hostile to him."
Shiites believe that this sermon was
given during Muhammad's return from
his final pilgrimage to Mecca, where he
gave his famous "Farewell Sermon."
There is disagreement between the
various denominations of Islam as to the
exact meaning of this final sermon. Part
of this holiday includes taking an oath
to reassert one's commitment to Islam.
Other smaller Islamic denominations
honor this day in addition to the Shiites.
Eid al-Ghadeer is not the only
holiday for which Iran's supreme leader
can grant and has granted amnesty to
convicts. Just this past September,
Ayatollah Khamenei either pardoned
or lessened the sentences of prisoners in
honor of the festival of Eid al-Fitr, which
marks the end of Ramadan. Ramadan is
the ninth month of the Islamic calendar
and is traditionally the month during
which all practicing Muslims fast from
sunrise to sunset. This fasting means
that all participants must abstain from

Ayatollah Khamenei has pardoned 649 prisoners in celebration of Eid al-Ghadeer.

food, drink, sex, and smoking.
Ramadan is a time of self-reflection,
self-control, and devotion to God.
This reflects one of the five pillars
of Islam, which is fasting. Voluntary
fasting is encouraged year round for
all active Muslims. During Ramadan,
it is mandatory. Exceptions are made
for those who are sick or somehow
physically unable to fast. Those excused
are expected to make up for the days
they miss at a later time. Ramadan is a
time of intense religious worship, which
includes reading and studying the
Qur'an, partaking in various charities,
and performing other good deeds. Eid
al-Fitr is the first day of the 10th month
of the Islamic calendar, Shawwal. On
the day before this celebration, Muslim
famflies give a donation of food to the
poor. The morning of Eid al-Fitr is spent

in prayer, either in a mosque or at some
place outside.
After the sermon, Muslim families
spend the next three days visiting
family and friends. These visits include
feasting and gift-giving, as well as
making phone calls to long distance
relatives and friends. Specific customs
and celebrations for Eid al-Fitr vary from
country to country. In some countries,
the men, women, and children dress in
traditional clothing. Some families visit
the cemeteries to pay their respects to
deceased relatives. Some employees
receive bonuses during this celebration.
In some countries, groups of singing
children travel through the streets to
wake up the people of the towns for
the celebration. Almost all Muslims
take the day off from work or school in
honor of this holiday.
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NATO to Establish Missile Shield
by Ben Remillard '13
World Staff

International
On Friday, Nov. 19, NATO leaders
agreed to a proposal made by President
Obama to establish a missile shield
that would cover all European NATO
member states and the United States.
Obama's proposal is a less costly version
of a similar missile defense system
promoted by President Bush during
his years in office. President Obama's
system would rely on both stationary
bases in Europe as well as at sea, as
opposed to Bush's system, which drew
criticism from Russia for its reliance
solely on permanent anti-missile bases
in Poland and the Czech Republic.
In the U.S., President Obama has
been pushing for joint support among
Democrats and Republicans for the new
system. While it may primarily affect
European-NATO countries, President
Obama has stressed that the proposed
plan is just as important for U.S.
security and U.S.-European relations,
reports The New York Times. Other
countries have shown their concern
that U.S. politicians may not go along
with the proposed venture before the
new is sworn in next year. The Polish
foreign minister, for example, wrote
that "the [U.S.] senators' decision will
inevitably have an impact beyond their
country's borders. It will be particularly
significant for Poland, a staunch ally."
In what has been taken as a sign
of warming relations with NATO,
Russia has shown not only approval
of the venture, but has been engaged
in talks with NATO and the U.S. to
work together on the system. It is the
first time since the Russian-Georgian
conflict that Russia has participated
in NATO talks. President Obama

said that the missile shield "offers
a role for all of our allies to respond
to the threats of our times. We look
forward to working with Russia to
build cooperation with them in this
area as well as recognizing that we
share many of the same threats,"
reports Bloomberg.
At a joint NATO meeting on
Nov. 20, Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev suggested uniting the
missile shield being built by NATO
countries with Russia's own missile
defense system, reports The Wall
Street Journal. President Medvedev
suggested that this system would
allow for "sectoral missile defense,"
which would allow NATO countries
to be responsible for shooting down
missiles over their own territory,
while Russia would destroy missiles
flying towards NATO territory. In his
annual address to the Russian nation
on Nov. 29th, President Medvedev
stressed the importance of joint
missile defense, saying that "either
we reach an agreement on missile
defense and create a fully-fledged
joint mechanism of co-operation
or, if we fail to reach a constructive
agreement, a new round of the arms
race will start and we shall have to
take decisions on the deployment of
new strike equipment," reports
the BBC.
This plan, however, drew suspicion
from some leaders. The Wall Street
Journal reports that this plan would
ultimately mean a shield around the
perimeter of the European-Atlantic
region, without any defense systems
being pointed
towards
Russia,
thereby eliminating the purpose of
a nuclear deterrent to protect from
threats both inside and outside of the
union. A spokeswoman for NATO
said that the organization is more

NATO leaders have agreed with Obama’s proposal to establish a missile shield covering all Euro
pean NATO member states.

interested in information sharing than
in a unified, single system. She said
that "We're looking at two different
systems linked up."
While
President
Medvedev's
initiative was politely declined, many
leaders, including President Obama,
welcomed it, saying that Russia's
willingness to be so involved in unified
missile defense "turns a source of
past tension into a source of potential
cooperation against a shared threat."
Sources inside Russia, however, are not
as optimistic over the country's new
interest in European missile defense.
Independent military analyst and
deputy editor of the weekly Russian
newspaper
Yezhenedelny
Zhurnal
believes that Russia is not capable of
producing adequate missile interceptor
systems; that current technology is

both inferior and sparse, with only
two such interceptor-batteries just
outside Moscow.
Despite being rebuffed, President
Medvedev remains adamant about
expanding Russian hegemony in the
post-Cold War era. The Wall Street
Journal reports that on a recent visit to
a military base in Russia, Medvedev
said that his government is always
looking to build new military bases
abroad to support its navy on long
distance relationships. "I won't hide
this from you, we have some ideas
about this. Unfortunately, it turned out
that a series of our country's previous
capabilities disappeared," Medvedev
said, referring to the naval bases Russia
gave up in Cuba and Vietnam, leftover
from the Soviet-era.

Improvements in AIDS Prevention
by Keely Hopkins '11
World Staff

Location
33.4 million people are living with
HIV/AIDS worldwide, according to
the U.S. federal government. In 2008,
2 million people died due to HIV/
AIDS, and another 2.7 million were
newly infected.
The annual World AIDS Day 2010
was Wednesday, Dec. 1, to raise
awareness about the epidemic. The
theme was Universal Access and
Human Rights.
According to the World AIDS
Campaign Web site, World AIDS Day
was first observed in 1988 and has
"served to raise awareness about the
epidemic, honor those who have died,
focus attention on issues that are key
to a successful response, and inspire
positive action."
The objective of the campaign is
to raise awareness about the rights
of people living with HIV and at risk
populations. In generating support
for the protection of these rights, the
campaign hopes to move closer to
universal access to HIV prevention,
treatment, care, and support.
The Lights for Rights campaign
was promoted around the world and
events took place on every continent.
To help raise awareness and funds,
many celebrities in America are also
getting involved. Lady Gaga, Kim
Kardashian, Justin Timberlake, Usher,
and others have all agreed to sacrifice
their digital lives. They are going

Pope Benedict XVI condoned the used of condoms in order to prevent HIV in
Light of the World.

to stop communicating on Twitter
and Facebook until their fans have
donated $1 million. All proceeds will
go to Keep A Child Alive (KCA) which
provides life-saving AIDS treatment
to children and families affected by
AIDS and HIV in Africa and India.
The World Health Organization
reports that the majority of people
living with or at risk for HIV do not
have access to prevention, care, and
treatment. It is not a disease that
affects just individuals; it impacts
households, communities, and the
development and economic growth
of countries.
Recently though, positive steps have
been taken to help stop the spread of
AIDS, and the United Nations reports
that the AIDS epidemic is in decline.

The 2.7 million new infections is a
decline of almost 20 percent since the
peak of the epidemic in 1999. In 2009
1.8 million people died from an AIDSrelated illness, which is down from
2.1 million in 2004, reported the BBC.
Though Sub-Saharan Africa is the
region that continues to be the most
affected by the virus—70 percent of
all new infections occur there—the
infection rate is falling. This can be
seen particularly in South Africa,
Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Ethiopia.
Eastern Europe and central Asia,
on the other hand, have seen sharp
increases in both infections and AIDS
related deaths.
Pope Benedict XVI, in a new book
titled Light of the World, condoned
the use of condoms to prevent the

spread of HIV in exceptional cases.
"But he said a more humane attitude
to sexuality, and not condom use,
was the proper way to combat HIV
infection" reported The BBC.
"It of course does not regard it as a
real or moral solution, but, in this or
that case, there can be nonetheless, in
the intention of reducing the risk of
infection, a first step in a movement
toward a different way, a more
humane way, of living sexuality" the
Pope said.
His comments are not meant to
endorse the use of contraceptives;
they are simply saying they are
acceptable in certain circumstances.
In the case of AIDS prevention, they
are the lesser of two evils.
The statements are welcomed by
many, including the UNAIDS, the
United Nations program on HIV/
AIDS, considering the strong stance
the Church has taken against
contraceptives.
The Catholic Church is one of the
largest providers of AIDS relief to
poor countries, according to TIME
Magazine.
The Pope's comments
have a far reaching effect on the issue,
especially in easing the tensions
between the perceived rigid stance
of the Church and those that see
condoms as an important tool to fight
the virus.
In a statement, UNAIDS executive
director Michel Sidebe said, "this
move recognizes that responsible
sexual behavior and the use of
condoms have important roles in
HIV prevention."
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This Week In History
By Katie Davenport '14, World Staff

Nov. 26,1941 - President Franklin D. Roosevelt officially establishes the fourth
Thursday in November as the national holiday of Thanksgiving.
Nov. 27,1095 - Pope Urban II launches the first Crusade by making an influential
speech that called all Christians in Europe to wage war against Muslims in order to
reclaim the Holy Land, the area now commonly referred to as the Middle East.
Nov. 28,1520 - Portuguese navigator Ferdinand Magellan becomes the first
European explorer to reach the Pacific Ocean from the Atlantic.
Nov. 29,1942 - Coffee becomes a rationed item in the United States during WWI1.

Nov. 30,1874 - British Prime Minister Winston Churchill is born at Blenheim
Palace in Oxfordshire, England.
Dec. 1,1955 - Rosa Parks, sitting in the designated black section on a bus in
Montgomery, Alabama, refuses to relinquish her seat to a white rider when the bus
fills up, and is consequently arrested.
Dec. 2,1823 - President James Monroe declares the Monroe Doctrine, a policy

Wikileaks Causes Controversy
byAdam Staropoli '14
World Staff

United States

The ambassadors of the world's
governments have been sent into
a scramble with the recent release
of some 252,000 documents by the
whistle-blower Web site Wikileaks,
org, a Web site previously criticized
by the United States for publishing
sensitive documents pertaining to
the Iraq War and Afghan conflict.
However, the leak, which included
all forms of private messages and
communication between the various
foreign departments and embassies
from earlier this week, targeted not
only the United States, but also various
other nations of the world and has been
described as an embarrassment to
modern diplomacy. Indeed, the United
States' top diplomat, Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton, condemned the secret
busting Wikileaks' release of hundreds
of thousands of documents that
detail the unusual frankness of the
nation's diplomatic relationship with
other countries.
The illegal disclosure of secret
information "puts people's lives in
danger, threatens our national security
and undermines our efforts to work
with other countries to solve shared
problems," she told BBC.
Wikileaks, which has already
established a negative image for itself
within the United States intelligence
departments, has now thrown its
image on the international field with
revelations of the diplomatic activities
of other countries.
The document leaks of October and
July of 2010 have been highly criticized
because of the implications that the
sensitive details may impact and

COURTESY OF CNN

Julian Assange, the founder and current head of Wikileaks, believes that the public has the right
to government information regarding diplomacy and the military.

disrupt the military missions of the
Middle East. U.S. Defense Department
spokesman Georr Morrell told BBC
that the "stolen" documents should
be returned by Wikileaks to avoid the
potentially damaging information
from being released.
"By disclosing such sensitive
information, Wikileaks continues to
put at risk the lives of our troops, their
coalition partners, and those Iraqis
and Afghans working with us," he
told BBC.
Yet Julian Assange, the founder and
current head of Wikileaks, continues
to support the idea that the public
is entitled to the knowledge of the
diplomatic and military actions of
their governments.
Despite the criticisms from the
intelligence departments of the nations
of the world, Assange and Wikileaks

try to use accurate information
before publishing. Wikileaks does
have a policy of allowing anonymous
postings, but as Assange told BBC,
"We use advanced cryptographic
techniques and legal techniques to
protect sources."
The site says that it accepts
"classified, censored or otherwise
restricted
material
of
political,
diplomatic or ethic significance" but
does not take "rumor, opinion, or
other kinds of first hand reporting or
material that is publicly available."
"We specialize in allowing whistle
blowers and journalists who have been
censored to get material out to the
public," Assange affirms.
Yet the noble reasoning behind the
Web site does not justify the tarnishing
of the diplomatic processes, an opinion
many governments of the world are

beginning to express with the recent
release of documents. Tensions are
growing in the Middle East, a chief
area of both military and diplomatic
importance to the United States, as a
result of the leaks. Many were worried
about the potential consequences when
the leaks publicly revealed that the
king of Saudi Arabia had tried to push
the United States to bomb the nuclear
plants of Iran. This open attempt
to balance power within the region
convinces some that negotiations
between the Middle Eastern countries
and compromising with Iran will be
even more difficult for the U.S.
Other leaked information reported
by CNN includes the fact that Iran
attempted to adapt North Korean
rockets for use as long-range missiles,
the corruption within the current
Afghan government, the fact that U.S.
officials were instructed to spy on
the leadership of the United Nations,
and the alleged links between the
Russian government and organized
crimes. More information will without
a doubt be known soon, as not all the
documents have yet been released.
U.S. officials are now concerned
with assessing and repairing the
damages resulting from the leaks.
The fact is that the diplomatic image
of the United States has been severely
tarnished and needs some repairing.
Though the leaks did not reveal
much that the general public did not
already know about the diplomatic
activities of the government, the
various countries of the world, or
even the closest allies of the United
States, may have to reconsider U.S.
policies and trustfulness on the global
front. Perhaps the leaks showed the
unfortunate truth that every nation
is always trying its best to be a major
player in global politics.

Email World News at: cowlworldnews@gmail.com
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When Debt Collectors Come Knocking:
Debt Buyers Thrive in Weak Economy
"Distressed" means that the debtor has
stopped making payments on the loan.
The agencies traditionally use methods
like phone calls and letters to induce
the debtors to resume payment. But
with the recession producing a ¿Jut A
distressed loans, agencies are starting
to rely on the court system to collect.
The Wall Street Journal reports that
many law firms specializing in debt file
thousands of debt-collection suits per
week, on behalf of collections agencies
such as the Encore Capital Group and
Portfolio Recovery Associates. Encore
reports purchasing nearly $7.5 billion
in distressed loans in 2009, turning a
total profit of over $30 million.
These agencies form a crucial
link between creditors and debtors.
When debtors become delinquent
and cease making payments on their
loans, creditors often do not have the
resources or time to try to recover their
losses. To avoid a total loss, they sell
the debt to agencies. The agencies then
take up the task of extracting the finds
from distressed debtors. Most agencies
make use of law firms to write suits and
affidavits in accordance with debt law.
Companies like Encore then prosecute
the debtors for delinquency. If the

The
abrupt
collapse
of the
American financial sector in Sept.
2008 triggered a worldwide recession
with
far-reaching
implications.
Debt collection agencies constitute
one of the unlikely winners in the
global decline. American consumers
borrowed money in the form of credit
card debt throughout the past 20 years,
spurred on by easy-to-obtain credit
and banks willing to lend to subprime
debtors. The bubble eventually burst,
however,
and
consumers found
themselves submerged in loans they
were now unable to repay. Many gave
up on the possibility of covering their
loans, walking away from mortgages
and other consumer debt or declaring
bankruptcy. This left creditors in dire
straits. With a large portion of their
funds vanished, many banks and
credit companies sold their consumer
debt to collections agencies for a small
fraction of the original debt, hoping to
recover some of their losses.
These collections agencies are
having great success in reclaiming
money from the unfortunate debtors.
According to The Wall Street Journal,
agencies
bought
an
estimated
$100 billion in "distressed loans."

agency can force the debtor to repay
the loan in full, they profit on the
original debt purchase. Increasingly,
collections firms use court decisions
to make money. Mr. Black, the CEO
of Encore, told The Wall Street Journal
that the company wins 94 percent of
all suits it files by a default judgment.
Many of the debtors either do not
have a lawyer or simply do not attend
the court case. In that case they can be
fined via garnished wages.
But in their haste, the agencies are
risking errors in paperwork and legal
materials of the kind that currently
trouble the mortgage industry. The
Wall Street Journal tells the story of
Timothy McCullough, who won
$310,000 in damages after the case's
judge found that his debt was older
than the local statute of limitations
permits. Most states require that
debt be no older than seven years
for collectors to attempt to recoup it.
The huge volume of paperwork and
debt makes it difficult for law firms
to verify the authenticity of all debt
claims and submit correct filings for
every claim. If agencies are not careful
about authenticating their purchases,
they are subject to fines and lose court

Mr. Bradnon Black is the CEO of Encore
Capital Group.

cases. In extreme cases, lawmakers
may pass regulation restricting the
activities of such corporations.
Despite the pitfalls, debt-buying
agencies are projected to flourish in
the upcoming fiscal year. Sun-Trust
Robinson Humphrey, an analyst
group, expects profits to rise. The large
volume of distressed loans will lift
these firms to unprecedented heights.
Although the financial meltdown has
left many Americans in debt, these
agencies have found a way to turn
crisis into opportunity.

2

ACROSS:
1 This person was the British Prime Minister during
WWII.
3 This U.S. President created the Monroe Doctrine.
4 Abbreviation for North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
7 Reaches the Pacific Ocean from the Atlantic.
8 This Pope launches the first Crusade.

DOWN:
2 Officially establishes Thanksgiving as a national
holiday.
5 This person is the founder and owner of Wikileaks.
6 The Supreme Leader of Iran.
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Getting the Best of Stress
Three Ways to Beat the Stress of the Semester's Home Stretch
by Kaylee Miller '13
Commentary Staff

CAMPUS

Stress. It is something that we,
as college students, inevitably
experience. And as the end of the
semester approaches, stress has
never seemed more prominent
than it is now. Our lives are full
of exams, papers, presentations,
deadlines, meetings, and jobs.
The list is endless. Oftentimes, we
commit ourselves to more than
we are capable of fulfilling. But
for most of us, stress is something
that we are so used to that it has
become a part of our daily lives.
Even if we are not completely
swamped with work, we still have
that feeling of a deadline hanging
over our head. And in some ways,
that is not a bad thing. Stress can
put on the pressure and inspire us
to do the best we can in the time
that is given. But that does not
mean that it will give us that 4.0
GPA that we are all hoping for.
When we are relentlessly forcing
our bodies to adjust to late nights,
early mornings, and hours staring
at our books, stress can take its toll
on our minds and bodies.
While it may seem far off,
Christmas break is near, and the
sprint to the end of the semester is
beginning. And in order to make
it there, we need to find ways to
clear our minds and open our eyes

from those florescent lights in the
library. Here are three foolproof
ways to make our lives a little
easier through these final weeks of
the semester:
1. Go to the Gym.
Now, I know what
you're thinking. If I
barely have enough
time to get a good
night's sleep, how am
I going to have time
to work out? Well,
the solution to this
is easy. Going to the
gym not only gives
you energy, but it also
allows you to clear
your mind. During
exercise, there is a
release of endorphins
in the body which
are responsible for
producing
feelings
of extreme happiness
and a general state
of well-being. The
feelings
produced
can be so powerful
that they can actually
mask pain. Exercise
can
also
provide
a brief break from
reality.
There
is
nothing that I love
more than going on a run on the
treadmill, blasting my music, and
forgetting about that looming paper.
And it's not limited to just running.
Join an intramural sport, lift weights,
take a yoga class, whatever it takes
to make you feel better.

2. Have a Good Laugh. I am a firm
believer that laughter is the best
medicine out there. Somehow, a
good laugh lightens the workload

and reassures you that all of your
work will eventually get done. It is
another way of increasing energy,
and it keeps you focused and
attentive. It connects you to your
friends and other individuals. Not
only does it help you emotionally,

it helps you physically. Laughter
relieves
tension
and
stress
within the body, keeping your
muscles relaxed for at least 45
minutes after. So, laugh with your
roommates over a completely
ridiculous YouTube video, watch
The Ellen Degeneres Show, or allow
yourself to sit down in Ray for a
nice, long meal and recount all of
your embarrassing moments from
the past month. It's a sure way to
brighten your day, and hopefully
someone else's as well.
3. Treat Yourself to a Good Meal.
It is amazing how much energy a
good meal can give you. Rather
than picking around the left
over pretzels or Ramen noodles
in your room, go to Slavin and
treat yourself. In times of extreme
schoolwork, you are straining your
brain so much that it only seems
fitting to allow your stomach to
take the reward. If you are relieving
stress through exercise, you really
can allow yourself the extra caloric
intake. An important thing to
remember here is that "Stressed is
just Desserts spelled backwards."
Our stress hormones often crave
sweets in times of stress. So go
ahead, treat yourself to those M&M
cookies if that's what will make
you feel better.
I hope these techniques to
relieve stress prove to be helpful
during the coming weeks. And if
they don't work, just remember
that the finish line is near!
Photo courtesy of todaysseniorsnetwork.com

Politics Changing: Facebook, Twitter, Now Wikileaks
by Ewen Finser '12
Commentary Staff

SOCIETY
Over the course of this past
Thanksgiving break,
a bizarre
news saga was unfolding regarding
a virtual treasure trove of top
secret documents that were leaked
to the public. While we were
sleeping off the effects of excess
amounts of L-tryptophan in our
turkey, a dubiously named news
organization called Wikileaks once
again found itself at the center of
a media firestorm. The non-profit
organization, which is dedicated
to
leaking
information
from
anonymous sources, had previously
come under criticism for leaking
unflattering classified accounts of
the War in Iraq. This time, however,
the implications were far more
widespread and indiscriminate.
The information released to the
public effectively aired the dirty
laundry of various intelligence
gathering communities within
the United States, intelligence
communities which rarely have

to account for their behavior in
such a public way. The effects of
leaking these highly classified
documents
ranged
from
the
realm of mere embarrassment to
the compromising of pressing
national
security
issues.
In
Congress, calls of Wikileaks as
a "terrorist organization" have
been heard, due to the depth of the
perceived security threat to the
United States and her allies. More
immediately, Secretary of State

leaked documents pointed a finger
at China for coordinating cyber
attacks on Google with the intent
of stealing information from human
rights dissidents.
Some of the unleashed documents
were
downright
comedic.
For
instance, the longtime leader of
Libya, Moammar Gaddafi, was
cited as having an irrational fear
of
heights,
being
obsessively
paranoid about climbing more than
35 steps above ground. Even more

THE WIKILEAKS DEBACLE AT TIMES
READS LIKE A DISJOINTED SPY THRILLER
Hillary Clinton is now forced to
undertake serious damage control
across the globe.
Perhaps most damaging were the
leaks that put key U.S. Allies in the
Middle East on record as urging the
United States to launch an attack
against Iran. In a region already
rocked by volatility and conflict,
the leaking of these very personal
calls to arms against Iran can only
serve to heighten tensions and raise
the stakes politically. Similarly,
information contained within the

bizarre was the secret data which
described Gaddafi as unable to
travel abroad without the company
of a "voluptuous, blonde" Ukranian
nurse who "knows his routine."
The Wikileaks debacle at times
reads like a disjointed spy thriller,
packed with both pressing issues
of life and death security, as well
as the banal personal habits of
some of the most powerful world
leaders. What we should learn from
this most recent leaking frenzy is
something we already knew. The

Internet has changed the game.
With the speed it takes to update
your Facebook status, international
relationships can be changed on a
dime. Newspapers were formerly
seen as posing a great threat to
national security, but newspapers
are at least governed by an editorial
staff and are responsible to a
community of readers. Today, the
non-profit Wikileaks, as the name
suggests, exists precisely for the
sake of dumping massive amounts
of secret sensitive
information
into the public
domain
with
little regard for
the consequences
of the leaking
itself. The wall
which separates
the
individual
from
the
real
unvarnished
news is growing
thin. The question
.
1 _
Photo courtesy of blogspot.com
remains: does
this make us safer because of our
access to the raw unfiltered truth,
or vulnerable to the whim of the
instant unregulated news cycle?
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Starting to Take Scrooge's
Side on the Season
by Kerry Vaughan '12
Commentary Staff

REFLECTION
This may just be the tryptophan
talking, because I'm definitely
still in a food-coma as I write this,
but the Holiday season doesn't do
much for me anymore. Perhaps it's
a part of getting older, or maybe
it really is the turkey talking, but
I think December has lost a lot
of its magic. You can call me the
Grinch or Scrooge, but I assure you
my thoughts are not the result of
a heart two sizes too small or of a
ghost of Christmas past that has
yet to confront me. It just seems
to me like the most wonderful
time of the year has become the
most stressful time of year, not to
mention, the most expensive. Don't
get me wrong, I don't think there's
anything better than spending
time and celebrating with the
people you love, but is that truly
what the Christmas season is still
about, or has it become something
else? Has it become something
that starts in November with a

on the miniature stuffed animal.
(Who knew Sesame Street could
give rise to such hostility?) Not
to mention, December is certainly
a time when many partake in the
infamous practice of "re-gifting."
Not crazy about the sweater with
shoulder pads that Grandma gave
you this year? No sweat, just give
it to your neighbor who insists
on exchanging gifts every year,
despite your persistent attempts to
end the tradition.
Speaking of Christmas sweaters,
you can't deny that there are some
cheesy practices involved with the
Holiday season. If you're as lucky
as I am, your family still takes
Christmas Card pictures. And
what's playing in the background
while the family photo is being
taken? Christmas music. I don't
particularly
care
for
Holiday
music. I'm not utterly opposed to
it, but I don't think it's something
that needs to or should be played in
November (fake cough: Ray). Let's
take it one Holiday at a time. I'll end
my bitter rant on the cheesiness of
the Holidays with something that
really bothers me: those massive
blow-up decorations that people

IF YOU’RE AS LUCKY AS I AM, YOUR FAMILY
STILL TAKES CHRISTMAS CARD PICTURES.
mob of people pushing through
the doors of Walmart at 3 a.m. and
ends in January with a new gym
membership that never gets used,
let alone renewed?
If Black Friday isn't an indicator
of the spiral plummet our consumer
nation is currently taking, I don't
know what is. Part of what makes
the Holiday season so difficult is
the fact that we are forced to find
the perfect gifts for the people we
care about. And let's face it, most
of us aren't hoping to receive a
membership to the Jelly of the
Month Club this year. Christmas
is indeed the time to give, but the
ways in which we choose to do so
are not always as virtuous as they
could be. For instance, I revert
back to the notorious Tickle Me
Elmo craze of '96, when Toys-R-Us
became a battleground for middleaged housewives, who fought to the
death to get their manicured hands

insist on putting up. You can't
honestly tell me that those things
are aesthetically pleasing. What
happened to a simple set of lights
and a wreath?
Again, I'll say I'm not a complete
Scrooge. There are many parts of
the Holiday Season I look forward
to every year. Will Ferrell plays a
pretty darn good elf. The Griswold
family Christmas, no matter how
many times you choose to be a part
of it, never gets old. And a chill runs
down my spine every time Ralphie
opens his Red Ryder BB Gun for
the first time. Perhaps stress has
caused me to take my hostility out
on the Holidays. So don't blame
me, blame my professors who have
assigned more work for the month
of December than I know what to
do with. I digress. I must go take my
post-Thanksgiving nap that I don't
have time for. Happy Holidays!
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TANGENTS Alt*TI RADES
All Philled Up. Club Phil is at capacity. Why is it that eight out of the
10 times that I actually get my lazy, unmotivated self to the library to
do work, I can't find a seat? It starts upstairs, you stroll through the
sea of spaced out tables and sparsely placed cubbie-cubicle hybrids
while everyone looks up from the books and quietly enjoys your misery.
There's always a group of freshmen girls crowded around one laptop
looking at Facebook pictures or one guy with his books spread out across
an entire table for four. I wish my seniority gave me the right to pluck
some freshmen from the coveted library seats. Trust me, you don't have
real work yet. It seems to me the space in Phillips Memorial Library is
limited, and something should be done about it. Before dreaded finals
week, I hope I'm not once again displaced to the chatty Slavin tables or
the creepy classrooms of Accinno. Let's make sure the library can fit
everyone who needs to study. — Ally Pelle '11

Wii Want Our Lives Back. I have heard one common
complaint amongst all my friends who have
boyfriends: video games. It is my contention that
video games will soon lower the birth rate. I
would like to remind all of the young men
out there that Call of Duty cannot do all of
the things that your girlfriend can. Seeing
\
as this is the newspaper of a Catholic
institution, I will not elaborate any further
on this, but trust me. Although I think the
Nintendo Wii may be bringing us one step
closer to fulfilling the cliche robot-doingyour-homework joke, I think it is time
for my peers to finally put the controller
down. I mean, in a little over a year we
will be graduating and entering into the
real world. I do not know too many people
with grown-up jobs who go home and
play Madden or World of Warcraft after a
nine to five day. So thank you, Nintendo,
for making the men in our lives all the more
emotionally unavailable and disinterested,
and for making our lives centered on violence
and commercialism. — Jenn DiPirro '12

It's Not You, It's Me. Excuses, Excuses, Excuses. At the end of every semester
we often spend more time making excuses for a lackluster grade than
working to make it better. We blame it on the professor, the weather, the
obnoxious roommate, all of the clubs and organizations we are a part of, etc.
But what about us? Is it possible that none of what went wrong this semester
had something to do with the way we handled the situation? Sure, some of
it was out of our hands. Once I hand in that Civ paper, I can no longer do
anything to make the grade better. But if I do not receive a good grade, can
I rationally point fingers at the professor or the myriad of other people that
could possibly be responsible? Most of the time, the answer is no. I am the
only person I can reasonably hold responsible. I am not telling you to beat
yourself up. There are exceptions. Every time I begin to complain or make
excuses I think of what I heard a man who spent five years in a Vietnamese
Prison Camp say: "No matter how much they tortured me, no matter how
bad it got, they could never change what was up here," he said, pointing
to his head. "They could never change my attitude. That was mine they
could not touch it." Next time you do not get the grade you want, instead of
immediately thinking another person is to blame, look at yourself. Do not
berate yourself and weaken your self-confidence. Simply say, "Okay, what
can I do better next time around?" — Tommy Cody '13

I'll Have a Blue Christmas Without You. Well, here we go Providence.
T-minus 10 days until the start of finals week. Now, before you deactivate
your Facebook, stock up on Ramen, and barricade your door, consider this:
we only have two weeks left at PC. And these two weeks just happen to
fall during the most wonderful time of the year — Christmas time. With
the simple thought of cumulative multiple-choice exams looming ahead,
isolating yourself may seem like the only way to gain and maintain
your focus in the coming weeks. But taking on the life of a hermit is not
guaranteed to get you an A on your exam, and it certainly will not get you
an A in the most crucial course of all: life. The only way we will find success
in these coming weeks is if we come together — you're not the only one
here taking finals. So gather up your friends and surround yourself with
your classmates. Feed off each other. Take the energy others are putting into
their work and put it into yours. Motivate each other. A gesture as small as
a smile is enough to keep someone going. Be there for each other. Helping
create study guides and flash cards is an easy way to show someone you're
there for them, and it's a great way to quiz yourself too. Surround yourself
with the people you love, and embrace each other with joy. That is what the
holidays are all about. And who knows, maybe you'll end up with those two
A's after all. - Emily Corr '13

Photo courtesy of killahbeez.com
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Faith
MATTERS

by Fr. James Cuddy, O.P.
Contributing Writer

Holidays Becoming Too
Commerical, Losing Meaning
by Genevieve Ilg '14
Commentary Staff

These last two weeks of class are always brutal. All of a sudden the end of
the semester is upon us and, for many, there is an overwhelming amount of
work that needs to get done over the next ten days. To make matters worse,
there's a tendency to tell ourselves that we're going to get a lot of work
done over the Thanksgiving Break. I'm willing to bet that many of you took
a ton of books home and ... well, not so much. Papers remain unwritten.
Deadlines loom. Sleep becomes a thing of the past and you wonder how
you're ever going to get through it.
It's fitting that our return to campus coincides with the great season of
Advent, that four-week period when the Church prepares the way for the
coming of Christ at Christmas. It's traditionally considered a "little Lent" in
which Christians get ready for the great feast of Christ's birth. Advent is a
time of hope. We place our trust that Christ will indeed come into our lives
and transform us. But more than that, we have the assurance that God will
give us the grace to persevere and continue to fight the good fight until we
reach the end of our striving.
One of the signature symbols of this holy season is the Advent wreath.
Present not only in churches, but in many homes as well, the wreath is
made of various evergreens and marked by four candles, one for each week
of the season. As the Advent progresses, there is a gradual accumulation
of light, building and building until the coming of Christ, who is the light
of the world.
During this first week there is only one candle lit. It might be just a
dim flicker of light, but it's enough to remind us that the end is near. It's
a source of hope for us. And what is true for the spiritual life is also true
for the lives of students and professors at the end of the semester. In spite
of appearances to the contrary, you will finish your papers, and you can
do well on your exams. The sleepless nights will soon come to an end and
before long you'll be able to rest and celebrate a job well done. If you find
yourself worrying and wondering if you'll ever survive the semester, look at
the Advent wreath and rejoice in the hope it offers. That little candle is the
light at the end of the tunnel.

CULTURE
Many Americans, including many
Christian Americans, have swallowed
the modern meaning of Christmas
whole. They summon Dickensian
ghosts to tell them what Christmas
is about: gift giving, secular charity,
peace and good will, family and
friends, sitting by the Yule log, and
kissing under the mistletoe. Yet
these abstractions don't say much
about what Christians believe or
ought to believe. This isn't to say that
Americans don't know, on a tacit,
intellectual level, why we celebrate
Christmas. But Christ no longer
animates the celebration. Christmas
has become a secularized holiday as
opposed to a Christian Holy Day.
In Greek, the letter X (chi), is the first
letter of Christ, and it, or the similar
Roman letter X, has been used as an
abbreviation for Christ. Hence, Xmas
is sometimes used as an abbreviation
for Christmas. However, it lends itself
to have implicit religious meanings. At
a quick glance, it appears as though
the word "Christ" has been replaced
with the letter "X," thereby crossing
out Christ. Regardless of how we write

or what we call the holiday, society has
done just that: Christ has been taken
out of Christmas.
Twentieth-century
popular
music and films have cemented this
secularization. Many of the singers
who popularized such tunes as "White
Christmas," "Let It Snow," "Rudolph
the Red-Nosed Reindeer," and "Frosty
the Snowman" weren't caroling about
Christmas. They were warbling about
winter. This celebration of a secular
winter was a profound change. It is
why, for instance, in the 1960s Rudolf
animation for television, Santa Claus
laments that Christmas might be
"canceled" because a horrible blizzard
smothers
"Christmastown"
on
Christmas Eve. Christmas canceled?
Only if it's a holiday dependent upon
good weather!
There is nothing wrong with
Christians singing "White Christmas"
or watching Rudolph, as long as
they don't substitute this secular
entertainment for the Incarnation as
the central historical and spiritual
truth about Christmas. But how often
do Christians sing "Silent Night" as
opposed to "White Christmas?" How
much time is spent sitting in front of
a television set, watching The Grinch,
versus the time spent kneeling before
a manger scene, contemplating the
mystery of the Incarnation?
The honest answer to this question
shows that popular culture has
transformed the meaning of Christmas.
No longer a prayerful contemplation
and celebration of the birth of Christ,
it has become a solemnization
of saccharine, gooey warmth in
wintertime: roasting chestnuts, gifts
under the tree, and snuggling by the
fire. So this year, I urge you to celebrate
the true meaning of the holiday and to
keep Christ in Christmas.

Photo courtesy of southernstarenterprises.net

Senior Says Diversity Not Where It Needs To Be At PC
by Kimberly Falzone '11
Guest Commentary

CAMPUS
Before the administration gets
defensive and starts to put the
responsibility
on
the
students'
shoulders, they need to understand
where the students are coming from.
I am bitter. We are bitter. We were
the ones subjected to an environment
that did not foster diversity for four
years. And I am not just talking
about color here; I am talking about
intellectual diversity as well. Let's face
it, homogeneity was fostered. Does
the administration really believe that
we have gotten to this point just based
on the students' actions? It's 2010.
Obama is our president. Heck, some
people may even say he's "ruler of the
world," as comically announced in the
diversity forum. Society is progressing
around us, and yet we are immune
to that progression; we are in a sea
of social stagnation. So, before the
administration gets defensive and
jumps to answer our questions to
temporarily appease us, they need to
stop and understand the conditions
that they are trying to fix are the ones
that they ultimately help foster.
Imagine being a young Muslim
freshman girl at Providence College.
Think of how out of place and out of

your comfort zone you must feel just
for being a Muslim in a sea of Catholics.
Imagine that in about a month and a
half spent at PC, you attend an event on
campus hosted by the PC Republicans
entitled "Radical Islam: the West and
the Rest." You asked that this event be
stopped in advance, but it wasn't. And
so you go and leave in tears as you
were subjected to a speech, not talking
or differentiating against radical Islam,
but rather against all Muslims. You are
in tears because you just listened to
an eloquent and "intellectual" speech
that, at the core, was full of prejudice,
intolerance, and ultimately hate. What

main gates. I attended as he preached
that diversity is what tore this country
apart. The majority of PC students in
attendance were on strike. Backs turned
towards him, holding signs making it
clear that PC kids did not agree with
his intolerant sentiments. A year later,
Youth for Western Civilization asked
Congress for approval to be formally
recognized on campus. A huge crowd
turned out to petition against their
recognition, and ultimately they were
not approved. I would say that the
majority of Providence College students
are for diversity and would like to see
it fostered, but do not know where to

IGNORANCE IS BLISS. THIS IS WHERE THE
ADMINISTRATION NEEDS TO TAKE OVER.
do you do? How would you feel
when your feelings of separation are
compounded by attending a speech
full of intolerance that the school
ultimately allowed to happen?
The event went on, not just hosted by
PC Republicans, but really by the group
called Youth for Western Civilization,
a group that stirred up controversy
in the past at Providence College for
the questionable ideals they stand by.
Two years ago, they tried to get former
congressman, Tom Tancredo, one of
the founders of the club, to speak at the
school. Yet the school banned him. He
came to speak anyway, outside of the

start or what to do in an environment
that does not seem to put any value on
it. And in other cases, students may
not be fully aware of the environment
they are in, especially if they come from
an environment similar to Providence
College. They think this is the norm.
But just because they are not fully
aware of the characteristics of their
surroundings does not mean that it is
any less debilitating. Ignorance is bliss.
That is where the administration needs
to take over.
Frequently and easily, talks about
radical Islam can turn into a repudiation
of all of Islam. Ultimately, the

administration should have stopped
this event, knowing that in the midst
of trying to solve the diversity problem
at Providence College, allowing an
event such as this to continue would
be a direct contradiction to their
ultimate goal, and, in my opinion,
to their Catholic identity. And if the
administration did not have enough
foresight to understand this, then that
is a problem.
If diversity is the goal—true and
cohesive diversity—then it should be
reflected in every area of this institution.
Unfortunately, that is not always the
case, such as in this instance. Nor is it
the case when security does not allow
a student on campus due to the color
of his or her skin. Nor is it the case
when students of color are continually
asked for IDs in the library or when a
student of color is presumed to be an
athlete by his or her professor. Again,
these instances just compound feelings
of exclusion within the student body.
I understand that addressing the
problem of diversity on campus
is an enormous challenge for the
Providence
College
community.
I applaud the discussion that has
been ignited and the administration
for trying to tackle this issue head
on. However, in order to solve a
problem, one must fully comprehend
all of its facets to understand how
we got here.
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Frosh Excited for
First College Christmas
by Matt Santos '14
Commentary Staff

REFLECTION

This past Saturday my family and
I went to see A Christmas Carol at
Trinity Repertory in Providence. A
family tradition, we have seen the
Dickens play every year since I was
five-years-old, always reveling in
the changes they make every winter.
Never failing to put my family and
me in the Christmas spirit, the play
is something I look forward to every
year. The leftover turkey has been
finished, the ceramic pilgrims are

Who knows, maybe I'll appreciate
spending time with my family that
I don't have time for. All I know is
that the many aspects of Christmas
in the Santos household will be more
than appreciated.
I just can't wait to see my mother
and all the other Portuguese women
bustling about the kitchen preparing
the meal. I can't wait for the smell of
food to linger in my house for days as
the cooking marathon commences.
I can't wait for my little cousins to
voraciously tear at the gifts they'll
no doubt receive, more than a little
excited for all the things they will
get. I can't wait for them to tell me
how excited they are for Santa to
visit during the night. Yeah, I think

THIS YEAR THE CHRISTMAS FEELING
TAKES ON A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT NATURE.
being stored away, and the ceramic
Santas now dominate the living
room. Well, you know, "It's beginning
to look a lot like Christmas." This
year, however, the Christmas feeling
takes on a slightly different nature, a
feeling that is somewhat foreign, but
still all the more inviting.
This is the first year that I'll be
spending the long Christmas break at
home as a college student. Whereas
in the past, Christmas was just a
time to enjoy my extended family,
now I can also look forward to
spending some quality time with my
immediate family: the main course
of home for which Thanksgiving
was a mere appetizer. Will things be
any different spending Christmas as
a return to home rather than in the
Casa de Santos? I'd like to think no.
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it's safe to say all the accoutrements
of Christmas won't feel any different
with the long college break. If
anything, it will be more enhanced,
made more memorable by the
extended periods of time spent away
from home.
So, while I love it here at
Providence
College,
a
place
starting to feel like a home away
from home, I can't help but look
forward to procrastinating on
my Christmas shopping, Mama
Santos's Christmas Eve dinner, and
some egg nog. Yes, it's beginning to
look a lot like Christmas, and it is
undoubtedly a sight for sore eyes.
Enjoy the rest of your semester,
enjoy your holiday season, and
enjoy time with your families.

My Two Cents
by Beatriz Forster '14
Commentary Staff

This past weekend while at the movies, I found myself reflecting upon what
it would have been like to see a movie decades ago. People first started flocking
to movie theaters less than a century ago, and when they went, it was a treat.
Even watching a silent movie was incredible and dazzled spectators. Now, going
to the movies has become commonplace, and as a result, we take this privilege
for granted. But the content of movies has also changed dramatically from the
beginning of movie history.
It's sad to see that the movie industry has gone from a showcase of firstrate acting to a series of computerized special effects devoid of any intellectual
appeal. The commercials I watched before the movie started seemed like an
endless interactive comic strip with explosions and stunts. But the people were
missing—the people with souls and feelings, not the drones who only exhibited
fist power and sex appeal.
Instead of speaking to our hearts and minds, today's movies more often
appeal to our more primitive senses. It's almost as if there's an expectation
for romantic comedies to have explicit sex and language. The importance of
telling a good story has become secondary to these aims. Suspense has to be
motivated by special effects because, unfortunately, many professional actors
no longer know how to act. At best, facial expressions are forced and successful
impersonations are rare.
So, maybe we haven't come so far after all. Just because today's movies are
available to a wider public, it doesn't mean we've moved forward as a society in
any regard. In fact, I'd argue that we've moved backward. We're missing what
movies are supposed to do—present us with a story with which we can relate so
that we can see the world differently. We need to start telling stories about real
people who we want to imitate, and not just action heroes and eye candy.

Disagree
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editor
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thecowl@providence.edu
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Making'PC an emotionally stable
place one letter at a time
Dear Holidays,
You've lost interest in an old,
lifeless relationship and are eager
to shake off a needy girlfriend you
left back at home? Well, there's
no shame in that. As a college
freshman, you should be open to
new experiences, not closed off
to opportunities because you have to spend every
Saturday night on the phone with your high
school sweetie, to prove to her that you're not out
with your bros downing beer and dancing with a
"hot mess" of a girl, but are instead wasting away
in front of the 8 by 10 photo of herself she framed
for you, feeling lost and forlorn.
By continuing to play the role of the doting
boyfriend, you will not only lose the respect
of your friends, but you will also be forced to
forsake those long nights at the library you
could be spending with your new lady friend
discussing the extremely romantic topic of
Aristotelian philosophy. The best thing to do is
be honest, but not brutally honest. You probably
don't want to mention that those 100 bumper
stickers she sends you a day on Facebook aren't
as cute as they are creepy.
Sure, it'll be awkward for a while. You'll
have to accept that you're the heartbreaker in
this scenario. Soon, though, she'll meet some
other boy-next-door type who's more her speed.
Then, you won't feel so bad when you change the
number on your cell and block her on Twitter.

This
Long Distance
Relationships
Dear Tiffany and Earl,

I've had a long distance relationship with my next door
neighbor girlfriend, since I've been here at PC. I went home
for Thanksgiving and saw her for the first time since move
in day, and I just don't feel the same. I've kinda known this
for a while, because there's this cutie who sits next to me
in Civ, who I really like. She always asks me if I want to
have study groups with her, or if she'll see me out on Eaton
Street over the weekends. Basically, the problem is I don't
know how to ditch the home girlfriend without causing the
issue of seeing her every time I walk outside over Christmas
break, which is in like 2 weeks. Should I just suck it up for
the holidays and wait until the night before I leave to come
back for Spring semester to end it, I mean, there's always
DWC-102, right? Or is that just too cruel?

- Unfortunately Home for the Holidays

Dear Unfortunate Ho-Ho,
What's the problem here? I
don't understand. So, you have
a girlfriend, but you are tired of
her, and you like a new girl... I'm
going to respectfully ignore this
question. Instead, I will tell you
of all the best ways to break up
with her so that you can have some fun with it.
1. Take her out to dinner, and halfway
through, tell her that she isn't terribly
important to you. Walk away and say that
you have tapes to return. Sure, this is a little
erratic, but you assessed the situation.
2. On a big banner hanging from your window,
write "need I say I love you, need I say I care,
need I say emotions something we don't share...
but I do with Civ girl." She will get the hint.
Alt. 2. On the banner, write "you know I
love you, but I just can't take this. You know I
love you, but I'm playing for keeps. Although
I need you, I'm not gonna make this. You
know I want you, but I'm in too deep." And
then throw a small banner afterwards, saying
"but I want to be in too deep with Civ girl."
That will kill her.
3. Tell her that last year you gave her your
heart, but this year you want to give it to
someone special, you know, to save yourself
from tears.
I hope this helps you have some fun while
breaking this girl's heart. Toodles.
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Letters to the Editor
Senior Responds to Commentary's Take on Diversity
In a response to the anti-Providence College rhetoric of Jayo Miko
Macasaquit, I would like to give my own perspective on diversity
on this campus. Although I respect Jayo's enthusiasm in voicing his
concerns and agree with the need for an increase of minority students, I
wholeheartedly disagree with his sentiments. It is unfortunate that the
initiative that reorganized the Balfour Center has been overshadowed
by the school administration's failure to properly announce these
developments in a timely manner. Nevertheless, by placing the Balfour
Center under the vice president of Student Affairs and an office in
Slavin, the benefits of diversity are no longer only for those students
with multicultural scholarships. With the new position of director of
Multicultural Programming, there is a constant figure supervising and
fostering a sense of unity and understanding on this campus. Working
in tandem with the Asst. Dean, now positioned in the Academic Dean's
Office, the previous strengths of the Center have been maintained, while
a wider reaching spectrum is being crafted.
Previously, under the former dean of the Balfour Center, Dr. Twyman,
a majority of programs that came out of his office were only advertised as
requirements to maintain one's multicultural scholarship. Diversity has
a renewed sense of importance on this campus which directly correlates
with these changes. Regarding the definition of diversity, or how to
measure diversity on campus, one must understand the type of school
Providence College is in order to plan future recruitment endeavors
successfully. As a regional school, Providence College's student body
demographic is rather representative of New England. According to
the previous U.S. census, the average percentage of white people in
the New England states, in addition to New York and New Jersey, is
approximately 13 percent, with the national average at close to 20 percent.
In comparison, the current freshman class of 2014 holds similar numbers
of minority students with 12 percent, with previous classes closer to
around nine percent. Therefore, it is only logical to say that in order to
increase diversity and reflect the national average, the situation must be
resolved through a change in the admissions office's recruitment strategy
by increasing the school's size to accommodate the influx of students
from distant states.
Finally, in response to issues concerning Providence College's
"shameless disapproval of the lifestyle," I truthfully believe that there
is a general misunderstanding or ignorance of Catholic teaching on the
subject. The mission of the College and the Catholic Church promotes the
integrity of all people, regardless of orientation. It is not a sin to be gay.
What the Church teaches is a strict sexual ethics, which bounds sex as
an act only permissible in marriage. Sin enters the picture when one acts
upon unchaste desires in some manner, both homosexual and heterosexual
in nature. Therefore, to say the school needs to change its teachings is
equivalent to saying the Church needs to commit open heresy. These two
different philosophical views create a disagreement that cannot end in
compromise. What can be achieved is a constant dialogue in respecting
the human person and loving one another through stopping homophobia,
eliminating prejudices, and restoring dignity. Although Jayo and I seem
to disagree on how to implement the changes that are necessary on this
campus, I praise his efforts in establishing and continually mentioning
the need for such dialogue. It is encouraging to see these issues finally
coming to the foreground of the Providence College community. We
cannot allow our disagreements to divide us, for diversity unites us in
our differences and strengthens us in our understanding of human nature
and what lies outside of the Fennell gates.
— Cameron Durant '11

"LipDub Fever" Has Senior Inspired and Impressed
A month has passed since Late Night Madness when the Providence
College Glee inspired video premiered to the student body. Personally, I
felt this video project was one of the most enjoyable and unforgettable
moments of my college experience next to JRW and performing in the
BMSA skit for Late Night Madness. I can tell that students, faculty
members, and Rhode Islanders as well loved the video due to the praise
and media attention the school has received as a result of it. Thanks to
PCTV and Friar Faithful for bringing the idea to fruition and a special
thanks for those who participated.
Before we all headed out for Thanksgiving break, members of the senior
class were involved in yet another LipDub video, but this time for Senior
Giving. While both video projects were done for different reasons, both
promoted a sense of unity and school spirit for those who participated. I
applaud the school and the student body for their temporary symptoms of
"LipDub Fever." It has been an effective method to promote the College!
Never will I forget lip-synching Journey with Nedzer, Fr. Cuddy, and
Todd Incantalupo or dancing through the hallways of Harkins to "You
Make My Dreams Come True."
— Jordan Frias '11

The Benefits of
Growing Up Santa-less
by Jayo Miko Macasaquit '11
Commentary Staff

CULTURE
This holiday season, show the
one you love you truly care by
buying them blood diamonds and
fluffy animals. Say thank you to
your mother for putting up with
your awkward youth by buying
her a gendered scarf and a gift card
for Starbucks. This holiday season,
spend everything you've earned this
past year so you can appease those
special someones who think they're
entitled to your money, or who you
think are entitled to your money.
Friends, around this time of year,
I'm thankful that I grew up not
celebrating Christmas. Details aside,
my parents made sure to make all the
main holidays as regular as possible.
On Christmas Eve, we ordered in,
watched a movie, and went to bed. In
school, everyone around me would
be making Christmas cards and
Christmas-themed macaroni crafts,
while I sat in a chair, a rebellious
five-year-old, refusing to take part.
My parents never told me the lie
of Santa Claus. It was only a couple
of years ago that I realized that some
children actually believed in Santa.

they mentioned they liked a certain
band, or a certain artist. Come the
time of giving, you fail the test if
your gift isn't good enough, and you
lay awake that night pondering the
shambles that is your marriage.
My childhood was devoid of
yearly family get-togethers, for our
extended family needed no excuse
to visit. We ate together regularly,
never dreading impending in-laws
and creepy uncles, never needing
repetitive, unnecessary, emotional
goodbyes and hellos. I don't know if
its cultural, but my upbringing gave
me no need to distinguish between
family and extended family, because
family was family, and you would
never get sick of each other to the
point that you'd only see them on
the holidays.
In my childhood, we celebrated
the birth of Christ not in a brief and
seasonal manner, as if it only matters
when we feel like it. Regardless of
where my beliefs lie now, I feel as
if I've always known exactly what
I was celebrating, and why I was
celebrating it. It's easy enough to say
that Christmas is a celebration of the
birth of Jesus, but there is cognitive
dissonance in stating this, for we all
know this isn't the case and hasn't
been for some time.
A few months ago, a friend of

WHEN I WAS YOUNG, I EARNED
ALL OF MY TOYS.
I ruined many children's dreams in
the past years by reflex saying, "but
Santa Claus doesn't even exist,"
every time Santa was mentioned. I
have a sneaking suspicion that kids
are cunning in their belief, and very
early on associate belief in Santa
with getting presents. Forget the
fact that our society is breeding
inherently greedy kids, let's think
about the message we give through
the Santa lie: a fat old man they've
never actually met (and will never
get to meet) will give them presents
at their requests.
When I was young, I earned all of
my toys. I spent a summer mowing
our lawn for a Playstation game,
cleaned the kitchen for 50 cents, and
picked my parents' white hairs out
with tweezers for five cents apiece.
My parents taught me the value of
hard work, and earning rewards,
instead of the superfluous and
random celebration on which gifts
are obligatorily given. When I was
given a present, it meant something.
There was a sense of pride in
receiving a gift, because I knew that
it wasn't produced by a mysterious
flying man in red.
I'm glad I've never gone through
the pain of Christmas shopping.
Anyone who claims to enjoy picking
out gifts for others is lying to
themselves. Waiting in excruciatingly
long lines is masochism, not an
exercise in patience. I feel as if
Christmas time is an end-of-year test
of friendships and relationships, as
if our loved ones will rate us poorly
if we don't remember that one time

mine mentioned in passing that her
parents gave her a dress as an Easter
present. "Dude," I said inquisitively,
"Christ was the one that died, what
makes you deserve a present, are
you mourning?" If Christ hadn't
resurrected, he'd roll over in his
grave at the thought of what Easter,
or any Christian holiday, has
become. Christ died for our sins,
so let's paint eggs. Christ rose on
the third day, and on the fourth he
hid painted eggs in the garden for
children to find. Luckily, a clothed,
chocolate-clad rabbit was there to
help the children find these eggs just
in time for easter sales at the Gap.
The irrelevancy of the majority
of holiday traditions to the actual
celebrations' intent, coupled with
the
shameless
commercialism,
though a cliché to mention, still
ring true. If we sit down and think
about it, we can easily admit it
to ourselves. Even though Jesus
wasn't born around this time of
year, we commemorate it by filling
red stockings with preservatives,
kissing under a small bush,
becoming intoxicated, spending
all of our money, uprooting a
tree, wrapping lights around said
tree, eating a pig and/or poultry,
lying to children about an obese,
eccentrically-clad hobo, reindeer
with mutated facial features, slave
labor (elves aren't human, so I guess
it's justified), anthropomorphic
snow-people, and various other
songs,
movies,
trinkets,
and
anything that would sound good
with "Christmas" as a prefix.
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HARRY POTTER AND
THE Deathly
DEATHLY HALLOWS
by Sarah Dombroski '13
Asst. A&E Editor
Dust off your faux-Sorting Hats
and unearth your wands from the
innards of your bottom dresser
drawer. Shine the silver rimming
your cape to a polish, perfectly
matching your Nimbus 2000, but
not before collecting your framed
acceptance letter into Hogwarts
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry
and your owl. Voila! You are ready
to go to the movies.
The cinematic journey through
what seems to have been the
epicenter of pop-culture for the past
10+ years is nearing completion,
yet fans are unfazed. There is
no mourning. After all, what is
mourning,
really,
when
Lord
Voldemort and his Death Eaters
are fighting for dominion over all
that the wizarding world has ever
known? It is weakness, and the
droves of the mystically curious
only venture out at midnight to
show support for Mr. Potter, Mr.
Weasley, and Ms. Granger in the
throes of danger and adventure.
This latest chapter of the
phenomenon, Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows Part 1, acts as
a battle cry for all of us muggles
only wishing we could join
Dumbledore's Army. As the trio
is cast away from the protective,
magical fortress that Hogwarts
has been for them, they must forge
their own way through a forlorn,
perilous abyss that tests their
friendship, loyalty, and quickly
assumed adult roles- But this time,
there isn't any comic relief courtesy
of Fred and George's illness sweets
or
jovial
quidditch
games —
throughout
their
treacherous
search for all of the horcruxes,
it seems as if adult supervision
has essentially vanished, and our
heroes truly only have each other
to lean on. Yet, even in times of
trouble when it seems like all
we need is a little help from our
friends to get by, that is easier
said than done. Since Harry Potter
and the Sorcerer's Stone, there has
been an underlying competition
between Ron and Harry for the
affection of our beloved Hermione.
In the bleakest of times, boys
will be boys, and, in this saga
of our favorite franchise, Ron's
hidden jealously of Harry causes
pressure under the surface of
their friendship, creating another
dimension of vulnerability behind
the eerie backdrop of the film.
Albus Dumbledore is dead,
and with his death, there is a
rebirth. Evil has materialized,
and centralized, in preparation
to overthrow those governing the
Ministry of Magic, and, by the
transitive property, take over the
magical realm. For the majority
of Part 1, Voldemort's forces
are ascending in preparation to
attack. The interplay between the

magical
and
non
magical
fixtures
in
downtown
London
that
we know and
love, creates a
sense of realism
for the overzealous viewers
that none of the
other
movies
have possessed.
This
grim:
recapturing
of'
the
struggle
that Harry, Ron 1
,and Hermione are
working
through
moves at a slower
place than the other
six movies, and With
good reason. For those
who have read all of the
books, the surprise will be
watching the plot thicken
and reveal itself on the silver
screen, but for all of the others,
the other shoe has yet to drop.
It is common knowledge that
when the sea and sky are still, a
storm is a'coming. My friends,
this duet is about to evolve into
a symphony, if physics serves me
right. Although we do not know
precisely what is on the horizon,
I implore you to not look past
this movie in anticipation. Harry
Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part
1 acts as an important stepping
stone for the following movie,
retaining everything we love
about all of the other Potter flicks
while moving to a new echelon of
maturity and sophistication.
Here's to you Harry. For not
only
have
you
consistently
provided your armies of fans with
fantastical" entertainment and
the excuse to believe, but you
have also curiously driven a
previously unknown trio
into superstardom. Mr.
Daniel Radcliffe, Mr
Rupert Grint,
and
Ms. Emma Watson
are now household
names, and, their j
solid
starring
roles in Part i
should be lauded
and
welcomed
into the acting
community With ’
open arms.
Part 1 definitively
served its purpose:
to entertain, amuse,
amaze, and, in the
most basic terms, to
create true movie magic
for all ages.

Grade:
For you... Hmmm... Let me
see.... an A.
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127 HOURS
by Corey Plante 'll
A&E Staff

Back in May of 2003, while many of
us were finishing up middle-school,
amateur rock climber Aron Lee Ralston
was on a solo hiking and rock-climbing
trip to Blue John Canyon near Moab,
Utah. He set out on his bike with
nothing but a limited supply of water, a
digital camera, a video camera, and all
the supplies he would need to climb.
Miles away from civilization, with his
location unknown to anyone but himself,
a boulder was dislodged and pinned his
right arm against the canyon wall.
Days of chipping away at the
rock wall and wrenching against the
boulder did nothing to improve his
situation. When it came down to dying
alone in a narrow crevice and cutting
himself free, he chose freedom. With
nothing but his climbing gear to help
him do it, he broke his arm in several
places and worked for hours to cut
himself free with the dull blade of a
cheap multi-tool.
And then, he still managed to rappel
down 65 feet of sheer rock wall to
hike out of the canyon into the sun,
ultimately being rescued by helicopter
with the help of some random hikers.
Besides putting all of your problems to
shame, Aron's story is overwhelmingly
inspirational and shows us how far
the human will can take us, even in the
most destitute of circumstances.
Rumor has it that when Danny Boyle,
the wildly successful and thoroughly
British director of Slumdog Millionaire
and 28 Days Later, approached co
writer Simon Beaufoy with the idea
to make a movie out of Aron Ralston's
story, Beaufoy shook his head and
said that it simply couldn't be done.
But just as Leo refused to let Joseph
Gordon Levitt talk him out of doing
the impossible in Inception, Boyle took
it as a challenge.
The eventual product, released
last week, is entitled 127 Hours,
and is directly based on Ralston's
autobiography, Between a Rock and

a Hard Place. The title of his book is
only a taste of Ralston's irrepressible
and uproarious sense of humor.
James Franco, who seems to have
a touch of gold these days, does an
incredible job starring as Ralston
and offers all of the emotional
depth and range that is needed for a
character so vigorously adventurous
and emotionally anguished. In the
opening scenes, Franco, as Ralston,
is goofy and charming, especially
when interacting with two young and
attractive girls lost on a hike. After
a few blissful minutes of flirtatious
adventure, Ralston bounds away and
begins dashing through crevices and
climbing carelessly as music blares in
his headphones.
The viewer finds his pulse racing
and teeth grinding, knowing what
is to come. Every smooth wall is an
enemy, and every boulder is a traitor.
And when it finally happens with a
sickening crunch, we feel suffocated
and cramped, uncomfortable and
anguished. We want nothing more
than to walk out of that movie theater
and never see what we know is coming,
but we are transfixed and, yes, pinned
to our seats.
What the movie delivers is positively
enchanting. At the beginning we see
Aron, desperate and hopeful as he
empties his backpack on the boulder
in front of him, surveying all his tools
and supplies while his brilliantly |
technical mind works, assessing what j
he can and cannot do, gauging how
long he can survive while pinned.
But as the days pass, we see him
crumble physically and emotionally,
to the very point of hallucination
and tear-filled goodbyes captured
by his personal video camera.
In addition to being one of the best films
of the year, 127 Hours might be Boyle's best
flick to date. I considered myself a fan of
his work before seeing 127 Hours, but now
I am on the brink of following him on
Twitter, friending him on Facebook, and
joining his fan club. It seems fitting that
Boyle worked so well with Ralston's story,

given Boyle's penchant for movies
that show us all the nitty-gritty
realism of the world, only to
contrast it to mankind's capacity
for love and goodness even in
the bleakest of circumstances.
At the end of the day, Boyle is
a filmmaker that wants to show
people that hope and inspiration
are always there for us, even
when the world is at its worst.
127 Hours is heartfelt, painful
and uplifting, and hopefully as
close as any of us will ever get to
experiencing something as life
changing as what happened to
Aron Ralston.

WNNMi
This Week: Fa
Catherine Northington
Favorite Disney/Pixar Film: Toy Story

Disney/Pixar Film
Sarah Dombroski
Favorite Disney/Pixar Film: Finding Nemo

Her Thoughts: This movie embodies everything
that is right with the world today. From the time I
saw it in theaters to this very day, my appreciation
for it has not waned. The humor and style of writing
were, at the time of its release, unprecedented
in the realm of family entertainment. The film
assembles a unique storyline along with a fun and
eclectic group of characters to create some premium
entertainment—not to mention the film's uplifting
message of teamwork. To address the themes of
cooperation and problem-solving in the context of
childhood playthings? Adorable. AND BRILLIANT.

Her Thoughts: "MUAAAAABBBAAAMMOO." That
was me speaking whale. Had Finding Nemo never
been created, I would have never thought to do that.
So, thank heavens the genius that is Finding Nemo
was animated into reality. Nemo's brilliance stretches
from its quotability all the way to its moral core. The
parable-esque journey of Nemo to find his father is a
perfect mixture of sweet and funny, and, like a hug,
you just never want to let go. The memorable and
enduring characters, specifically Dory, who is just the
best, will be talked about for years to come. Somehow,
I dont think anyone will oppose.

Her Views of Sarah: Pitted against Finding Nemo,
I feel I'm in a somewhat delicate position. That is
obviously a good film (as are all die Disney/Pixar
collabs). My chief concern: Finding Nemo makes fish
look reallly adorable, and it makes me sad because I
like to eat fish. Also, I could make the case that none
of the other Disney/Pixar collabs would ever have
happened if it weren't for Toy Story—it was unprec
edented at the time of its release, and 15 years later
it's still as lovable as ever.

Her Views of Catherine: I can't say a bad word about
Toy Story. The characters, the plot, the history, the sequals- all are fantastic. However, I was always more of
a Lion King kind of gal, so, I never found myself iden
tifying with Toy Story as much as I did with Nemo. I
suppose I just feel like comparatively, there were supe
rior Disney movies at the time that Toy Story hit the big
screen. Just a Lion lover's opinion.
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DINNER WITH FRIENDS
A PC Student Production
by Catherine Northington T2
A&E Editor
Despite the marital deterioration that
unfolds over the course of Dinner with
Friends' two-hour runtime, Providence
College's student-led production does
quite the opposite. The play, showing this
weekend, is enlivened with the vigor of
director Conor Leary 'll and his cast and
crew, composed entirely of Providence
College students.
Dinner with Friends, penned by
playwright Donald Marguiles, recounts
the intensely emotional tale of two
middle-aged married couples, Gabe
and Karen (Jeff DeSisto '13 and Danielle
Demisay T2), and Tom and Beth (Taylor
O'Brien '12 and Christine Cestaro 'll).
At the play's outset, the audience is
treated to the jaunty trill of Cab Calloway
as the overhead lights fade and we
find ourselves in Gabe and Karen's
tidy dining room. The eager couple
regales
their
conspicuously-reticent
dinner companion, Beth, with a bounty
of anecdotes about their recent trip to
Italy. Towards the conclusion of the
meal, the subject of Beth's husband Tom,
who is absent on a business trip, arises.
The mood alters dramatically when
Beth reveals that Tom is leaving her for
another woman.
Beth and Tom's impending divorce
triggers an artful, yet powerful,
discourse on life, marriage, and overall
fulfillment. Gabe and Karen are
blindsided when they learn of their
friends' abrupt and hostile separation
after 12 years of "wedded bliss." Gabe
and Karen have been so distracted with
their own familial paradise that they
have failed to realize the agony of those
around them. Faced with the miserable
reality of Tom and Beth's situation, Gabe
and Karen are forced to ruminate on the
fallibility of their own union. In Gabe's

words, "this whole thing scares the
sh*t out of me."
The chemistry between Demisay
and DeSisto was, for lack of a
better description, unbelievably
believable (chew on that phrasing
for a moment). Walking into the
performance with what were
admittedly uncertain expectations, I
was blown away from the very start
by how naturally this duo immersed
themselves in the role of "the happy
couple." The affectionate touches,
the fragile exchanges, the distraught
arguments - none overdone, each
performed by both parties with
remarkable skill. The final scene
alone captures both actors at their
best in a brilliant show of poignancy
that may have sorta-kinda-justa-little-bit put a tear in one of my
old, crusty misanthropic eyes.
Perhaps I'm not the soulless bastard
I thought I was...
O'Brien and Cestaro's characters
exhibited a stark contrast to the
jubilance and cheer of their spousal
counterparts. While Demisay and
DeSisto's Gabe and Karen ooze
affection and understanding, O'Brien
and Cestaro's Tom and Beth equal in
their acerbic outbursts. In Act One,
their collapsing marriage drives
them into a passionate argument
which climaxes in Tom's vehement
proclamation, "I could kill you right
now!" The tension encapsulated in
this climactic moment was brief, yet
palpable. The fury dispelled as the
two redirected their passions in the
throes of lust.
The playwright toys with the
timeline of the piece, adding an extra
element of intrigue and enhancing
audience engagement by giving us a
look "way back when." After seeing
a marriage in shambles, we rewind

12 years,
to
a
happier
time—a
time
of
innocence.
Time shifts aid
in pacing the
production,
which
is
dialogue-heavy
at times.
Despite
knowing little
to
nothing
about the world
of
theater
(though having
an affinity for
all things artsrelated),
even
the least theater
savvy
of
us
can appreciate
a
show
that
makes us feel. It
is difficult not to
identify with a
play addressing
themes
so
universally
relatable.
No,
I've never been
married,
ergo,
I've never been
divorced, either.
Nevertheless,
The time that Beth (Christine Cestaro ’11) and Tom (Taylor O’Brien ’12) don’t
the play hit home spend fighting is generally spent anger-banging.
with its musings
on human nature and the dismaying for a student production. Designed
frailties of the human relationship.
by
Kenny
Carberry
'12,
it
If the promise of emotion alone isn't featured kitchenware, living room
going to get your butt to the Bowab furnishings—even a bed (where else
this weekend—morsels of humor also are our characters going to get their
pepper the show, providing a tasteful sexin' on?). Props were similarly
respite from the intensive drama that impressive—my favorite touch was
develops over the play's two acts. I the real cake used in the dessert scene
(though I wonder if they bake a new
laughed, I cried...you know the bit.
The set was surprisingly extensive one every week).
Of course, I would be remiss not to
mention those who worked behind the
scenes on Dinner with Friends: Sarah
Randles TO, stage manager; Sean
Carney '13, assistant stage manager;
Ted Boyce-Smith '11, lighting and
sound design; Kelly Smith '12,
costume design; Tommy Cheely '11,
light board operator; Kevin Lynch
'13, sound board operator; Virgen
Garcia '12 and Caroline McSherry
'12, costume crew; Grace Curley
'14 and Erin Fusco '13, run crew.

Dinner With Friends
plays Friday 12/3 and
Saturday 12/4 at 8:00 p.m.
and Sunday 12/5 at 2:00
p.m. in the Bowab Studio
Theatre in PC's Smith
Center. Tickets can be
purchased from the box
office in the Smith Center
either in person or by
phone:
(401)-865-2218.
Tickets are available for
sale online at
http://www.providence.
edu/Theatre/
Ticket+Information.htm.
Beth (Christine Cestaro ’ll), nonplussed, joins the happy couple Karen (Danielle Demisay ’12) and Gabe (Jeff DeSisto '13) for an evening meal.
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KATY PERRY Picks of the Week
POP CULTURE ICON
by Alison DeNisco 'll
A&E Staff

2009 may have been the year of
Lady GaGa, but the queen of pop
may just be dethroned by this year's
most popular celeb, Katy Perry, the
reigning princess of the Billboard
charts and iTunes sales.
Taking her place between GaGa
and Ke$ha as a leading lady of pop
music, Perry has explored kissing girls
to California gurls, and the youth of
America loves her all the more for
it. With her album Teenage Dream
debuting high on the charts and three
consecutive hit singles released in the
past six months, Perry's status as a pop
culture icon shows no signs of letting
up in the near future.
Born Katheryn Elizabeth Hudson
in Santa Barbara, California (yes,
she is a legitimate California gurl),
Perry is the daughter of evangelical
pastor parents, and was raised on
church functions and gospel music,
a far cry from her later same-sex
kissing fame.
Perry's brazen lyrics and 1950s pinup
girl looks led to her first appearances
on style icon lists in 2008. That summer
gave way to the bombastic California
gurl style of "Daisy Dukes, bikinis on
top" and, inexplicably, Candy Landthemed colorful wigs and neon-hued
eye makeup.
Halloween, always a celebratory
time
for popular culture,
also
reinforced Perry's current cultural
significance via the large number of
girls donning the recognizable blue
tresses and cutoff shorts, in attempts
to be so hot they'll melt your popsicle
(whoooa-a-ohh).
On a deeper level, and perhaps
somewhat
unintentionally,
Perry
has also become a spearhead for the
current gay rights movement.
The
music video for her most recent hit
single, "Firework," features a scene in
which two boys passionately kiss, and

Perry sings "After a hurricane comes a
rainbow." She dedicated the song to
the "It Gets Better" video campaign,
aimed at providing support for LGBT
youth who may feel alone or hide their
sexuality for fear of harassment.
Furthering her cause, the hit
"Teenage Dream" was performed
by the openly gay character Blaine
(Darren Criss) on Fox's Glee in October.
According to Columbia Records, the
song sold over 55 thousand copies
on its first day of release alone via
iTunes, the highest first-day sales
ever for a Glee track.
However, the gay community has
not always been in favor of Perry's
lyrical messages. Her first (and largely
unsuccessful) single "Ur So Gay"
criticized image-conscious straight
men and was largely touted as
homophobic, while lesbian singer Beth
Ditto of The Gossip referred to the
later breakout hit "I Kissed A Girl" as
"offensive to gay culture," according
to The New York Times.
Perry
herself
married
actor/
comedian/hairy dude Russell Brand in
a small ceremony in India last October.
She reports that Brand's scandalous
past (Drug addict! Sex addict! Crazy!)
does not faze her, and that he is in fact
"a great man of God" who will "be a
lovely husband and father," according
to an interview in this month's issue of
Harper's Bazaar.
Perry's relationship with Brand
acted as her muse for several tracks
on Teenage Dream, while her ex,
singer Travie McCoy, is rumored
to be the inspiration for the biting
"Circle the Drain" ("You could have
been the greatest/But you'd rather
get wasted").
Whatever her motivation, Perry has
infiltrated America's collective pop
culture consciousness. Here's to hoping
that she continues to use her influence
for worthy causes, and pumping out
electro-pop party hits in the meantime.

by Ryan Waxon '12
A&E Staff

Movie
Star Wars: The Empire
Strikes Back
Directed by Irvin Kershner
Everybody knows that the best
Star Wars movie is, hands down, The
Empire Strikes Back. Just ask any adult
male virgin walking around Newbury
Comics holding a plastic green light
saber; they'll be sure to agree with me.
It is the film that set the precedent for
the 'darker sequel' rule and plays out
with the dramatic power of the most
tragic of tragedies. From the opening
scene on the ice planet of Hoth all the
way to the final showdown at Cloud
City, the film is a thrill ride from start
to finish. My pick also happens to
coincide with Monday's death of the
film's director Ivin Kershner and the
film's repeated airings on Spike TV.

Music
The Moon and Antarctica
Modest Mouse
Though
many
of
my
friends think Modest Mouse
just sounds like a bunch of
noise and bizarre singing, I
stand by the statement that
the band remains one of the
most badass alternative rock
groups around. The Moon and
Antarctica album contains some
of the band's best songs, most
notably "The Dark Center of
the Universe" and "The Cold
Part." There is something eerie
about singer Isaac Brock's voice
as he declares his intention
to step down as President of
Antarctica and say goodbye to
his empty kingdom; "so long
to this cold, cold part of the
world."

Book
The Chris Farley Show
by Tom Farley Jr.
If you consider yourself a
fan of Chris Farley then you
must read this book. His life
story is told through a series
of anecdotes written by close
friends and relatives, chronicling
the adventures of an extremely
complicated individual. The work
has the ability to make you laugh
out-loud as well as bring you to
tears, as Chris goes through all
the struggles of an addict. While
shedding new light on the life
of Chris, much of his depression
remains a mystery as he welcomes
and facilitates his own death
throughout the last few chapters.

THE
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DINNER WITH FRIENDS
A PC Student Production
by Catherine Northington T2
A&E Editor
Despite the marital deterioration that
unfolds over the course of Dinner with
Friends' two-hour runtime, Providence
College's student-led production does
quite the opposite. The play, showing this
weekend, is enlivened with the vigor of
director Conor Leary 'll and his cast and
crew, composed entirely of Providence
College students.
Dinner with Friends, penned by
playwright Donald Marguiles, recounts
the intensely emotional tale of two
middle-aged married couples, Gabe
and Karen (Jeff DeSisto '13 and Danielle
Demisay T2), and Tom and Beth (Taylor
O'Brien '12 and Christine Cestaro 'll).
At the play's outset, the audience is
treated to the jaunty trill of Cab Calloway
as the overhead lights fade and we
find ourselves in Gabe and Karen's
tidy dining room. The eager couple
regales
their
conspicuously-reticent
dinner companion, Beth, with a bounty
of anecdotes about their recent trip to
Italy. Towards the conclusion of the
meal, the subject of Beth's husband Tom,
who is absent on a business trip, arises.
The mood alters dramatically when
Beth reveals that Tom is leaving her for
another woman.
Beth and Tom's impending divorce
triggers an artful, yet powerful,
discourse on life, marriage, and overall
fulfillment. Gabe and Karen are
blindsided when they learn of their
friends' abrupt and hostile separation
after 12 years of "wedded bliss." Gabe
and Karen have been so distracted with
their own familial paradise that they
have failed to realize the agony of those
around them. Faced with the miserable
reality of Tom and Beth's situation, Gabe
and Karen are forced to ruminate on the
fallibility of their own union. In Gabe's

words, "this whole thing scares the
sh*t out of me."
The chemistry between Demisay
and DeSisto was, for lack of a
better description, unbelievably
believable (chew on that phrasing
for a moment). Walking into the
performance with what were
admittedly uncertain expectations, I
was blown away from the very start
by how naturally this duo immersed
themselves in the role of "the happy
couple." The affectionate touches,
the fragile exchanges, the distraught
arguments - none overdone, each
performed by both parties with
remarkable skill. The final scene
alone captures both actors at their
best in a brilliant show of poignancy
that may have sorta-kinda-justa-little-bit put a tear in one of my
old, crusty misanthropic eyes.
Perhaps I'm not the soulless bastard
I thought I was...
O'Brien and Cestaro's characters
exhibited a stark contrast to the
jubilance and cheer of their spousal
counterparts. While Demisay and
DeSisto's Gabe and Karen ooze
affection and understanding, O'Brien
and Cestaro's Tom and Beth equal in
their acerbic outbursts. In Act One,
their collapsing marriage drives
them into a passionate argument
which climaxes in Tom's vehement
proclamation, "I could kill you right
now!" The tension encapsulated in
this climactic moment was brief, yet
palpable. The fury dispelled as the
two redirected their passions in the
throes of lust.
The playwright toys with the
timeline of the piece, adding an extra
element of intrigue and enhancing
audience engagement by giving us a
look "way back when." After seeing
a marriage in shambles, we rewind

12
years,
to
a
happier
time—a
time
of
innocence.
Time shifts aid
in pacing the
production,
which
is
dialogue-heavy
at times.
Despite
knowing little
to
nothing
about the world
of
theater
(though having
an affinity for
all things artsrelated),
even
the least theater
savvy
of
us
can appreciate
a
show
that
makes us feel. It
is difficult not to
identify with
play addressing
themes
so
universally
relatable.
No,
I've never been
married,
ergo,
I've never been
divorced, either.
Nevertheless,
The time that Beth (Christine Cestaro ’ll) and Tom (Taylor O’Brien ’12) don’t
the play hit home spend fighting is generally spent anger-banging.
with its musings
on human nature and the dismaying for a student production. Designed
by
Kenny
Carberry
'12,
it
frailties of the human relationship.
If the promise of emotion alone isn't featured kitchenware, living room
going to get your butt to the Bowab furnishings—even a bed (where else
this weekend—morsels of humor also are our characters going to get their
pepper the show, providing a tasteful sexin' on?). Props were similarly
respite from the intensive drama that impressive—my favorite touch was
develops over the play's two acts. I the real cake used in the dessert scene
(though I wonder if they bake a new
laughed, I cried...you know the bit.
The set was surprisingly extensive one every week).
Of course, I would be remiss not to
mention those who worked behind the
scenes on Dinner with Friends: Sarah
Randles TO, stage manager; Sean
Carney '13, assistant stage manager;
Ted Boyce-Smith '11, lighting and
sound design; Kelly Smith '12,
costume design; Tommy Cheely '11,
light board operator; Kevin Lynch
'13, sound board operator; Virgen
Garcia '12 and Caroline McSherry
'12, costume crew; Grace Curley
'14 and Erin Fusco '13, run crew.

Dinner With Friends
plays Friday 12/3 and
Saturday 12/4 at 8:00 p.m.
and Sunday 12/5 at 2:00
p.m. in the Bowab Studio
Theatre in PC's Smith
Center. Tickets can be
purchased from the box
office in the Smith Center
either in person or by
phone:
(401)-865-2218.
Tickets are available for
sale online at
http://www.providence.
edu/Theatre/
Ticket+Information.htm.
Beth (Christine Cestaro ’n), nonplussed, joins the happy couple Karen (Danielle Demisay ’12) and Gabe (Jeff DeSisto ’13) for an evening meal.
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KATY PERRY Picks of the Week
POP CULTURE ICON
by Alison DeNisco '11
A&E Staff

2009 may have been the year of
Lady GaGa, but the queen of pop
may just be dethroned by this year's
most popular celeb, Katy Perry, the
reigning princess of the Billboard
charts and iTunes sales.
Taking her place between GaGa
and Ke$ha as a leading lady of pop
music, Perry has explored kissing girls
to California gurls, and the youth of
America loves her all the more for
it. With her album Teenage Dream
debuting high on the charts and three
consecutive hit singles released in the
past six months, Perry's status as a pop
culture icon shows no signs of letting
up in the near future.
Born Katheryn Elizabeth Hudson
in Santa Barbara, California (yes,
she is a legitimate California gurl),
Perry is the daughter of evangelical
pastor parents, and was raised on
church functions and gospel music,
a far cry from her later same-sex
kissing fame.
Perry's brazen lyrics and 1950s pinup
girl looks led to her first appearances
on style icon lists in 2008. That summer
gave way to the bombastic California
gurl style of "Daisy Dukes, bikinis on
top" and, inexplicably, Candy Landthemed colorful wigs and neon-hued
eye makeup.
Halloween, always a celebratory
time for popular culture,
also
reinforced Perry's current cultural
significance via the large number of
girls donning the recognizable blue
tresses and cutoff shorts, in attempts
to be so hot they'll melt your popsicle
(whoooa-a-ohh).
On a deeper level, and perhaps
somewhat
unintentionally,
Perry
has also become a spearhead for the
current gay rights movement.
The
music video for her most recent hit
single, "Firework," features a scene in
which two boys passionately kiss, and

Perry sings "After a hurricane comes a
rainbow." She dedicated the song to
the "It Gets Better" video campaign,
aimed at providing support for LGBT
youth who may feel alone or hide their
sexuality for fear of harassment.
Furthering her cause, the hit
"Teenage Dream" was performed
by the openly gay character Blaine
(Darren Criss) on Fox's Glee in October.
According to Columbia Records, the
song sold over 55 thousand copies
on its first day of release alone via
iTunes, the highest first-day sales
ever for a Glee track.
However, the gay community has
not always been in favor of Perry's
lyrical messages. Her first (and largely
unsuccessful) single "Ur So Gay"
criticized image-conscious straight
men and was largely touted as
homophobic, while lesbian singer Beth
Ditto of The Gossip referred to the
later breakout hit "I Kissed A Girl" as
"offensive to gay culture," according
to The New York Times.
Perry
herself
married
actor/
comedian/hairy dude Russell Brand in
a small ceremony in India last October.
She reports that Brand's scandalous
past (Drug addict! Sex addict! Crazy!)
does not faze her, and that he is in fact
"a great man of God" who will "be a
lovely husband and father," according
to an interview in this month's issue of
Harper's Bazaar.
Perry's relationship with Brand
acted as her muse for several tracks
on Teenage Dream, while her ex,
singer Travie McCoy, is rumored
to be the inspiration for the biting
"Circle the Drain" ("You could have
been the greatest/But you'd rather
get wasted").
Whatever her motivation, Perry has
infiltrated America's collective pop
culture consciousness. Here's to hoping
that she continues to use her influence
for worthy causes, and pumping out
electro-pop party hits in the meantime.

by Ryan Waxon '12
A&E Staff

Movie
Star Wars: The Empire
Strikes Back
Directed by Irvin Kershner
Everybody knows that the best
Star Wars movie is, hands down, The
Empire Strikes Back. Just ask any adult
male virgin walking around Newbury
Comics holding a plastic green light
saber; they'll be sure to agree with me.
It is the film that set the precedent for
the 'darker sequel' rule and plays out
with the dramatic power of the most
tragic of tragedies. From the opening
scene on the ice planet of Hoth all the
way to the final showdown at Cloud
City, the film is a thrill ride from start
to finish. My pick also happens to
coincide with Monday's death of the
film's director Ivin Kershner and the
film's repeated airings on Spike TV.

Music
The Moon and Antarctica
Modest Mouse
Though
many
of
my
friends think Modest Mouse
just sounds like a bunch of
noise and bizarre singing, I
stand by the statement that
the band remains one of the
most badass alternative rock
groups around. The Moon and
Antarctica album contains some
of the band's best songs, most
notably "The Dark Center of
the Universe" and "The Cold
Part." There is something eerie
about singer Isaac Brock's voice
as he declares his intention
to step down as President of
Antarctica and say goodbye to
his empty kingdom; "so long
to this cold, cold part of the
world."

Book
The Chris Farley Show
by Tom Farley Jr.
If you consider yourself a
fan of Chris Farley then you
must read this book. His life
story is told through a series
of anecdotes written by close
friends and relatives, chronicling
the adventures of an extremely
complicated individual. The work
has the ability to make you laugh
out-loud as well as bring you to
tears, as Chris goes through all
the struggles of an addict. While
shedding new light on the life
of Chris, much of his depression
remains a mystery as he welcomes
and facilitates his own death
throughout the last few chapters.
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CLUBS & ORGS

Jingle Bell
Bash
Thursday, December 9th
8 - 10:30 pm in the Campus Ministry Center

Manicures

decorate cookies and gingerbreadmen | feast on the traditional 7 fishes
enjoy eggnog and hot cocoa |decorate Christmas ornaments
sing Christmas carols with a cappella|have fun with friends
take pictures with Santa to benefit Habitat for Humanity

As you unwind before your exams indulge in
fresh fruit, cookies, vegetables,
refreshments, and Ronzio pizza!

BRING YOUR CHRISTMAS CHEER.’

iPortuquese Club Presents

Providence College

Comido

An independent student
production directed by

Noturno

Conor Learv '11

Dinner with Friends

Food Night

by Donald Margulies

Tuesday, December 7th

McPhails 5pm-7pm
$2 or 2 Canned Goods
Food from Madeira Restaurant

December 3-5

Tickets: 401.865.2218

Bowab Studio Theatre

www.providence.edu/theatre

Bank

Proceeds

McPhail’s
(401)865-1120

AIM: McPhailsO2

mcphails@providence.edu

McPhail's Hours:
Sun - Thurs 2pm -12am
Fri- Sat 2pm-lam

McPhail's Bar Hours:

McPhail's IM: McPhailsO2
401-865-1120

Check us out on Facebook!

McPhail’s
Daily Menu

Friday 4:30pm-lam
Saturday 8pm -lam
Monday 8pm-12pm

•

Full Bar w/ID!
All are welcome'.

Senior Night
Christmas Sweater Party

(401) 865-1120
McPhail’s IM: Mc.PhailsO2

•Milkshake................. $3.00
(Chocolate, Vanilla, Strawberry, Coffee)

• Milkshake

w/topping....

$3.50

•Fountain Soda............ $1.00
(Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite, Ginger Ale, Cranberry Juice,
Fruit Punch Powerade, Seltzer)

• Rockstar..................... $2.00

WHEN: Saturday December 4, 2010
Time: 8:00pm-1:00am
Come Dressed in Your Favorite
Christmas Sweater!!!
Sponsored By: The Class of 2011 Officers and McPhails

Portfolio
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A Pledge of Honor From A Brother
By Margaret Barresi '12
Portfolio Staff

Fiction
The kitchen was dark except for the
weak glow of the light above the stove.
Everything appeared to be in order.
The countertops and sink had already
been cleared and wiped down for the
night. The dog was snoring softly
curled up on the red and white striped
pillow in the comer. Tire table stood
there in the middle of the room, long
and sleek, its smooth surface shining in
the dim light. She saw him sitting on
one of the wooden chairs surrounding
the table, his legs hidden from view
underneath the flat surface of its frame.
He had his elbows resting on the hard
surface with his head slightly bent. His
eyes were closed, and she wasn't sure
if he knew she was there, as she had
taken care to move quietly
"Aren't you cold?" the sister asked
softly, hoping not to startle him. He was
wearing shorts and a t-shirt despite the
fact that it was the middle of December.
They were fortunate enough that their
house was comfortably warm in the
winter, but the kitchen always got cold
at night.
"No, not really," the brother replied,
opening his eyes and turning around
to face her. "What are you doing up?"
"I don't know, I couldn't sleep,"
she said, wrapping her arms around
herself. "Want something to drink?"
"If you're making something," he
replied, shrugging.
"Hot chocolate?"
"I guess."
She busied herself pouring water
into the new metal teakettle and
reaching into the cabinet for mugs.
She chose the two Beatrix Potter mugs
they had used since they were little;
Benjamin Bunny for him and Jemima
Puddle Duck for her; the mugs that
matched the bedroom decor they were
still begging their parents to change.
"Are you really going to go?"
"Go where?" he asked tiredly,
rubbing his temples.
"You know where."
"I can't give you the answer you
want, you know that."
Steam began to erupt from the
slender end of the kettle, and they
heard a soft click signaling the water
had boiled. She carefully tore open
each packet of instant hot chocolate
mix and poured them into the
mugs along with the hot water. She
brought the mugs and two spoons
over to the table and sat down at a
chair next to him.
"It's a long time away, do we have to
talk about this now?" he asked, picking
up one of the spoons to mix his drink.
"Well, are you going to change
your mind?"

"No."
"Then I want to talk about it now."
"If I'm not going to change my mind,
why do we have to talk about it at all?"
he asked, lifting his mug to his lips.
"Do you care about this family
at all?"
"That's an unfair question."
"Not really. Have you thought
about what this is going to do to mom
and dad?"
"Dad will be happy I'm not screwing
up anymore."
"You know that's not true."
"Well I'm doing it for them; I'm
doing it for all of you; to keep you safe.
Someone has to."
"Let someone else do it," she put
her hand on top of his. "Please? There
are plenty others willing."
"You have no idea what kind of
pressure I'm under," he spat, pushing
her hands away. "Do you know what
the other guys call people who chicken
out? Who desert their brothers? We
trained together, we go together. That's
the way it works."
"But you're my brother. And 1 need
you here." He saw a tear fall into the
mug she was holding in her lap.
"Please stop," he said quietly, running
his fingers across his shaven head, a
nervous habit that had continued after
the hair had been cut away. "It's unfair
to ask me to stay for you. It's my duty to
go. I don't have a choice."
"But you do have a choice," she
cried. "Finish school. If you leave
after this year it will be so hard to come
back, more than you can imagine. Who
knows if you'll ever make it back..."
she trailed off quietly.
"I'm coming back," he interrupted
sharply. "I didn't go through all of
that training to die at twenty with
nothing to show for it." She could
see the defiance shining in his eyes,
the same that had been there since he
was a baby.
"But that's just it! That's exactly
what could happen to you. Don't you
get that? You're just a kid, and you're
giving up your life."
"Well then at least it will be for
something worthwhile. There's nothing
shameful in wanting to protect the
people you love."
"Nothing wasteful is ever worthwhile!
And you giving up your life when you
have so much left to experience is just
that: wasteful."
"I haven't given anything up yet,
and I am not a child. God, what is
your problem? It's like we're sitting at
my funeral."
He could see she was getting mad.
The tears had stopped and a flush was
rising up through her neck to her ears.
"Fine," she hissed. "Even if you
come back physically safe you have no
idea of the kind of stuff you are going
to see over there. This isn't some kind

of cool adventure or video game, little
brother. This is real life. You are going
to see and do things that nothing in
the world can prepare you for, and
you can't even imagine how they are
going to affect you for the rest of your
life. This decision is going to stay with
you forever."
"You're telling me I have no idea?
Are you kidding? I went through all
the training. I signed up for this! YOU
have no idea. You know nothing about
any of this. How dare you try to tell me
to back out of this service."He stood up
quickly, shaking the table. "Enough.
I'm done talking about it."
She was crying again.
"Yeah, that's right, discussion
over, you get to decide." Her voice
was shaking as the tears fell. "Well
you're not going to be the one here to
deal with this, I am. I am the one that
will have to listen to mom crying. I
will have to find the brotherly advice

to give our little brother because
you're not here to help him through
his awkward stage. I will have to
go to those boring car shows with
dad, because you know he won't go
alone. And I will have to be strong for
myself, without you here to help me."
She couldn't speak anymore; the tears
were too strong now. She hid her face
in her hands, trying to muffle the sobs.
He walked over and put his arms
around his big sister, bending down
to pull her close to his chest. She could
feel his living heart beat on her cheek,
making her cry harder.
"I'm sorry, but I'm going." He kissed
the top of her head. "I know you'll be
fine without me, and I'll be back. Try
not to worry." He let go of her gently
and quietly walked out of the kitchen
towards the stairs in the hall.
"As long as you're sure," she
whispered after him.

Greenbacked City
by Alex BetGeorge '12
Portfolio Staff
The rain in Spain falls
mainly on the plain. Catalonia:
where the sky's water no longer
puddles in bulls' blood on
matadors' sandy floors. She
sussed his disgust at
the notion of bulls' blood lust
in Spaniards' veins, though
the sport had been banned in
their mountainous Catalonia.
So she settled for New York
across the salted Atlantic where
money and art would be
the city's two tines, were it
a carving fork. One tine pries
with the other to the core of
New York's purpose, which
was why he'd take her to
Sotheby's Art Auctions, then
place the highest bid on
purpose.

Then he'd wire transfer
numbers with tails of zeroes
backed by greenbacks before
taking her and Art home to
admire and hang by the window,
the window from which she'd
peer at the Hudson's gray surface,
her back to the beauty that money
could buy, his eyes on the
back of whom it could not.
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Poetry

'Poets are the unacknowledgedlegislators of the world"
- Percy Bysshe Shelley
"genuine poetry can communicate before it is understood"
- ES. Elliot

Perhaps, perhaps
by Blake Bergeron '11
Portfolio Staff

The doldrums set her teeth to rattle
out in the unsheltered month.
Her fabric furs and plastic plumes
relent to sensations of a fiercer quality

Seizing
by Bobby Bretz '12
Portfolio Staff
I’ve got half a mind to talk to you today
I’ve got half the courage
I’ve got half a mind to seize the day away
I’ve already started
You've got chicken wire in circles round your heart
You’ve had aspirations
You’ve had concertina coils from the start
You’ve got lacerations

And we’ve got scientists at work around the clock
We’ve got guns and missiles
We’ve got sailing ships impatient in the dock
We’ve got wind and whistles
I’ve got warning signs for half the things you say
I’ve got twice the hubris
I’ve got chalk in hand to conquer half the state
I am twice the human

You’ve been stuck in place where you are sorely fettered
You’re forever leaving
You’ve been lost in space in search of something better
You are hardly breathing
But we’ve got neutron stars rattling in our pockets
We’ve got suns aplenty
We’ve got galaxies in boxes in the closet
Ours is one of many
I’ve got half a mind to talk to you today
I’ve got twice the courage
I’ve got half a mind to seize this very day
I’ve already started

You’ve been sitting there for this entire time
You’ve a rendezvous
You’ve been waiting there forever in my mind
But it isn’t really you
We’ve got storylines that plummet off the page
We’ve seen them fray and splinter
But we’ve got narrative that gets better with age
And flourishes in winter.

While her stymied boots take her
every which way but the willed.
“Some weather we’re having”
I call to her from the convivial lounge

of calm, unafraid of clichés
and the philistine smiles they stretch,

the catalogued conversations
they inevitably preface.
“Indeed, indeed,
what solace for a flightless bird
whose eggshell dreams are but of flight?”
I wince at the smart of it, at the gloom
with which it strikes the drum

And liquefies the smile. Though for months
it’s been in our mailboxes,
Beside our beds, this strategy of warmth,
this song of separation.

Perhaps
better not to have spoken
perhaps.
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Until the Flame Blows Out
By Dara Plath '13
Asst. Portfolio Editor

Fiction
Noah

Noah gazed out the window
of his third story apartment. He
breathed deeply the damp, musty
air; it slid down his throat in slow
waves, into his lungs where it
rested like a heavy bag of sand. He
watched as the sun rose up from
behind the glistening skyscrapers,
a feeling of longing inching up his
spine and into his chest.
Noah was tired. He was tired of
the sound the wind made as it rushed
through deserted alleyways; tired of
the roar of a car motor as it passed by
his apartment, shaking the window
panes. Most of all, he was tired of being
a bored and no longer eager middle
school teacher.
Noah once believed that he
could carve his place in the world
by molding the minds of its youth.
He was a man who was passionate
about his work and loved his
students in a way which furthered
his determination to educate.
Each one, unique in their shape,
size, color, and perception of
themselves and the world around
them, represented a flickering
candle. And it was his job to make
sure that flame did not blow out.
However, as Noah lay in his squeaky
bed in his yellow-walled apartment,
he realized that those days were over.
Like everything else that he had once
been passionate about in his life, this
flame was ready to die. It was time to
move on, to try something new. Slowly,
Noah lifted himself up out of bed to
begin the day.

Megan
Megan was unexceptional looking.
"Forgettable" was what the casting
director had called her. Her thick,
dirty blonde hair swayed gently in the
breeze, causing small strands to cover
her face. She didn't attempt to move
her hair, but instead let it shield her
embarrassment and dismay. What was
she going to tell Chase?
Her cat-like brown eyes scanned the
sidewalk, searching for her boyfriend.
Chase was supposed to have met her
at the theatre doors at 2:30. Glancing
down at her watch, she observed the
minute hand move yet again, signaling
3:25. Frustrated, Megan lit a cigarette
and began to walk home.
It was that time of day when the sun
was starting to set and the buildings
shed their dismal gray and exposed
a radiant gold to the world below.

"Are you okay?" he asked.
"Yes," Megan replied, her voice
squeaking like that of a scared child.
The man continued to look at her for
a few more seconds, a sad expression
on his face. Just then, the WALK signal
appeared, and giving a quick nod, he
crossed the street.
"Hey!" Megan turned to see
Chase running towards her from the
direction of the theatre, waving his
arms in the air. She didn't wave back
or even smile; instead she began to
walk away, the sun continuing to set
all around her.
Noah

As Noah sat at his half-rotted inner
city school desk, he found himself
analyzing
the
interaction
which
occurred only a few minutes earlier.
Who was this girl? Why had she looked

HE WAS TIRED OF THE SOUND THE WIND MADE
AS IT RUSHED THROUGH DESERTED ALLEYWAYS.
Megan glanced up at the enormous
skyscrapers looming above her. They
probably held businessmen and
women scurrying about like lab mice
in a maze.
Megan finished her cigarette and
threw it into the drain. Just as she was
about to cross the street, she noticed a
man standing on the sidewalk next to
her, staring up at the buildings. He wore
light brown dress pants and a white
collared dress shirt with a red and blue
striped tie. He looked to be about her
age and carried a black briefcase in his
left hand, while his right rested gently
in his pocket.
She thought she recognized his face
and closed her eyes to try to call to mind
the memory. When she opened them
again, the man was staring at her, his
black-as-midnight eyes piercing her own.

The Pieces of Your World
Are Broken
by Keely Mohin '14
Portfolio Staff

The pieces of your world are broken, made token, scattered to the wind
Everyone is changing, ranging, losing, bruising
Picture perfect memories, blue skies, innocence
Gone.

All the world is growing older, growing colder, growing in fear.
Take this step, not that one, walk this way, watch what you say!
Tomorrow, today, yesterday, nothing pure can stay...

at him so strangely? However, Noah's
thoughts soon turned back to his
students: some were diligently doing
their work, while others daydreamed
about their childish desires.
In a few hours, Noah would be
handing in his letter of resignation.
Living in the city for so long, he
had begun to feel confined within
its copious skyscrapers; all looming
high above him, surveying his every
move like Big Brother. The people
walking along the sidewalks seemed
to create a vacuum. Noah ran the
risk of being sucked into the mass
and forgotten forever.
At 2:30, class was dismissed. The
students readily walked out of the
classroom, a look of delight on their
faces as they braved the cool afternoon
air. Before he shut the classroom door,

he took one more glance at the row
of desks where only minutes before
warm bodies had been seated. Sighing,
Noah continued on his way.
It was midnight. For Noah, the
city never looked more beautiful than
when it was lit up by the lights of busy
offices and taxis. He breathed deeply
the cool air and then walked into the
train station and made his way to the
ticket booth.
"Where are you going tonight?"
asked the middle-aged woman behind
the counter.
"Anywhere," replied Noah. The
woman sighed and gave him a ticket.
The train wasn't for another hour
so Noah took a seat in a secluded
area. He was about to get up and buy
a magazine when he heard the sound
of someone crying. He turned around
to find the woman he had seen on the
street sitting on the floor. Noah got up
and sat next to her.
"Are you okay?" he asked. The
woman glanced up and Noah gasped
at what he saw. Her face was bloody
and bruised, made worse by the tears
that streamed down her cheeks onto
the floor.
"No," she whispered.
Noah knew what he had to do. He
handed the woman the ticket he had
bought; the ticket which was meant
to get him away from the life he
thought was ruining him. She tried to
push it away, but Noah insisted, and
eventually she grasped it in her hands.
Noah got up and walked away. He
didn't feel any different from when he
got up that morning. He didn't look
any different from when he was in
class, but something had changed. He
could feel the candle flickering again;
only this time it was gaining strength,
not ready to be blown out.

Love to write poetry
and fiction?

Wel,let that creativity
flow andjoin Portfolio!

Little girl, little girl you are, don’t roam too far
Stay within reach, stay by my side, tread the line.
Let them scatter, let them flee, let them run away from me.
Stay beside the swings-swing! swing! swing!
Up and down, down and up, never forwards, safely, safe.
Mother’s arms are open! Run to her, little girl, run!
Have safe bike riding days under the sun!
Never grow old, grow cold.
Don’t grow too cold.

You couldn’t if you cared to.

Pickup an
application in
Slavin Ç05
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PC IN PICTURES

ABOVE:

BRIDGET REED ’12/THE COWL

Students attended a screening of American Graffiti, which was
shown in McPhail's on Wednesday, November 17. It was spon
sored by Film Club.

Compiled by
Dan Nieto '11 &
Billy Nawrocki "12

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/THE COWL

Students attended "Maki Your Own Sushi" sponsored by Asian
American Association and BOP on November 17th.

The Return of 007? by Bridget Reed '12

ABOVE:

ABOVE:
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Providence College Democrats and BMSA sponsored a Poetry
Slam in '64 Hall on Wednesday Night. Jared Paul, a nationally
recognized performance poet from Providence, performed after
other members of the Providence Poetry Slam did the same.

BELOW:
SHEPARD sponsored Facing AIDS for World AIDS Day on
December 1. Students submitted pictures describing how they
were facing AIDS.

J AYO Ml KO MACASAQUIT ’11/THE COWL

"Sean Connery comes out of retirement to
combat espionage by Wikileaks."

ADVERTISEMENT
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THINK

DON'T BINGE DRINK
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Among 18 to 24-year-olds in the United States,
injuries are the leading cause of death, and
alcohol is the leading contributor, being a
factor in more than 5,000 deaths in that age
group each year. To place that number in
perspective, it exceeds the total number of U.S.
soldiers who have died in the war in Iraq.*
■

■

■

'

'

’

: ••

^National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, Division of Epidemiology and
Prevention Research, 5635 Fishers Lane, Room 2077, Bethesda, Maryland 20892-9304

Roving

Photography
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What was the weirdest topic of conversation
at yourThanksgiving dinner table ?

"My dance moves in the BOP Midnight Madness
Dance"
Michaela Murphy '12

"Inappropriate touching at airports."
Caitlin Peruccio '11, Amanda Mathieu '11

"Long Hair."
Kerry Hosford '14

"Celibacy."
Father Peter Batts, O.P.

"STDs."
Lily D'Olimpia '12,Taylor Morrison '14,
Jamie Clooney '14

"Tonsillectomies."
Rich Dell'Isola '11

"The birds and the bees."

-Justin Bieber
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Friars Scoreboard

Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Marshon Brooks

Symone Roberts

Men's Basketball
Senior — Stone Mountain, Ga.
Brooks had two stellar performances this week.
He posted 26 points against CCSU and then
put up 27 points against Northeastern.

Women's Basketball
Sophomore — New Britain, Conn.
Roberts led the team in points in two games
this week. She put up 18 points against both
Yale and Arizona State.

Schedules
Friday, Nov. 26
Women's Basketball vs. Arizona State
Women's Hockey at Brown

L, 63-56
W, 3-2

Saturday, Nov. 27
Women's Basketball vs. Alabama
Men's Hockey at Holy Cross

L, 82-80, (3 OT)
W,2-l

Sunday, Nov. 28
Women's Hockey vs. Union

W, 2-1

Monday, Nov. 29
Men's Basketball vs. CCSU

W, 92-57

Wednesday, Dec. 1 *
Men's Basketball vs. Northeastern
Women's Basketball vs. Yale

W, 77-72
W, 74-62

Friday, Dec. 3
Women's Basketball at Brown
Men's Swim & Dive at Harold Anderson Invitational
Women's Swim & Dive at Harold Anderson Invitational
Men's Hockey vs. Maine

7:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 4
Men's Basketball vs. Rhode Island
Women's Basketball vs. Florida
Women's Hockey vs. New Hampshire
Men's Hockey vs. Maine

4:00
4:00
1:00
7:00

Sunday, Dec. 5
Women's Hockey vs. Connecticut

2:00 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 6
Men's Basketball vs. Brown

7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 7
Men's Hockey at Brown

7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 8
Men's Basketball at Boston College
Women's Basketball vs. Notre Dame

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Standings
Men's Hockey East
Hockey East
T
Team
W
L
4
Boston University 5
1
Boston College
7
0
4
New Hampshire 5
2
1
Merrimack
4
3
3
Maine
4
1
2
Providence
3
3
3
Northeastern
2
4
3
Massachusetts
1
3
3
Vermont
1
5
3
UMass-Lowell
2
8
0

Women's Hockey East
W
7
9
7
6
6
6
2
2
1
2

Overall
L
1
5
2
3
3
5
7
6
6
10

T
5
0
4
4
3
3
4
3
4
2

Hockey East
L
T
Team
W
2
1
Boston College
6
3
1
Boston University 3
1
2
4
Connecticut
3
2
3
Northeastern
1
2
2
Providence
2
2
1
Maine
0
6
New Hampshire 2
4
5
0
Vermont

W
10
11
6
10
11
6
8
1

Overall
L
2
2
8
3
5
6
8
7

T
4
3
1
4
1
3
0
8
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PC Beats St. Pete's, but Cinderella Season Comes to an End
by John Sessions T2
Sports Staff

Men’s Soccer
Perhaps no one word can fully
encapsulate the Men's Soccer Team's
exhilarating 22-game season. From their
remarkable resurgence in the second half
of their campaign, to their breathtaking
run straight to the Big East Championship
game, the Friars have embodied all that
is the Men's Soccer Program: resiliency,
grit, and perseverance. Unfortunately,
this magical season came to an end as
the men's soccer team fell to Ohio State
University 2-1 on Sunday, Nov. 21, in
an NCAA Men's Soccer Championship
Second Round match played at Jesse
Owens Memorial Stadium in Columbus,
Ohio. The Friars finished a historic and
electrifying season with a 13-6-3 record.
In the first half, the Friars had two
quality scoring opportunities to take the
lead over the Buckeyes. With 21:08 on
the clock, Matt Marcin '11 was awarded
a penalty kick after being taken out by a
defender, but Ohio State goalkeeper Matt
Lampson made the diving save to his left.
The Friars knocked on the door again
with 14:15 left in the half. Greg Davis
'14 made a lateral pass to Daniel Fabian
'12, who then slotted the ball to Marcin
whose shot hit the post. The match
headed into half time scoreless with
Providence holding an edge in shots, 5-1.
However, the Buckeyes would take the
1-0 lead with 32:33 left in the second half
when Konrad Warzycha converted on a
penalty kick. Ohio State extended their
lead with 18:10 left in regulation when
Omar Vallejo scored an unassisted goal, his
first of the year, to give his team a 2-0 lead.
With 5:17 remaining in regulation,
the Friars cut the lead to one goal. Davis
scored his fourth goal of the season when
he headed home a ball from Andrew Sousa
'11 off of a free kick. The Friars late surge
would fall just short and the Buckeyes
would go on to win the match, 2-1.
"As disappointed as we are to be
eliminated in the second round, we are
extremely proud of this team's character,
work ethic, team spirit, and humility,"

DAN NIETO’n/THE COWL

The Men’s Soccer Team handily defeated St. Peter’s 6-2 in the first round of the NCAA Tournament at Providence College on Thursday, Nov. 18. The
Friars went on to play Ohio State in the second round of the tournament.

said Head Coach Chaka Daley. "We felt
we could have advanced against Ohio
State, but maybe we just ran out of gas
as we had three games in 10 days. All
that being said, we have had a great deal
of firsts and things to be proud of this
year that will go down as history for
Providence Soccer."
Indeed, the 2010 Men's Soccer
campaign
achieved
extraordinary
success including its second ever
appearance in the Big East Final, its
first ten game unbeaten streak, 13 wins,
highest ever RPI of 16, first ever home
soccer game in the NCAA tournament,
second ever NCAA tournament victory
over St. Peter's College, fifth ever NCAA
appearance (fourth in last six years), and
last but certainly not least, an NCAA
record of six goals scored in one game.
However,
of
all
the
team
accomplishments
and
statistical

accolades, Daley emphasizes the role
of senior leadership as the ultimate
catalyst for the Friars' success, on and
off the pitch.
"Our seniors were pivotal in our
success and took a great deal of
ownership in our process to make
history and our journey in 2010,"
said Daley. "Michael Daly, Toussaint
McClure, Andrew Sousa,
Bryan
Minogue, Michael Pereira, Matt Marcin
all will be missed for their significant
contributions on and off the field over
their four year careers. All have been
influential in their own way."
Marcin finished as the team's
leading scorer this season with career
highs in goals (10), assists (4), and
points (24). He was named to the All
Big East First Team and earned Big
East All-Tournament Team honors.
His 22 career goals are tied for fifth

all-time at Providence, while the 53
points rank seventh.
Minogue,
who missed
six
games because of injury, started
16 matches at center back for the
Friars. The tri-captain helped the
Friars record four shutouts, and he
was also named to the Big East All
Tournament Team.
All in all, it was a triumphant
and historic year for the Friars.
Yet, with all the success of this past
season, all eyes are to the future,
already counting the days until the
2011 campaign.
"We are all hopeful that we
can live up to the standard that
is currently being established
here at PC," Daley said. "We will
continue to work on the soccer
culture at Providence College
and our growth as a program!"

The NCAA Tournament Comes to Glay Field
Providence defeated St. Peter’s 6-2 in the first
round of the NCAA Tournament at Glay Field
on Thursday, Nov. 18.

The Friars then travelled to Columbus, Ohio
to take on Ohio State in the second round
of the tournament. Providence dropped the
game 2-1.
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Reason and Rivalry: PC Fans XC: Top Runners to Return
Can Cheer for Rhody, Too
continued from back page

by John Butler 'll
Sports Editor

Commentary
Forgive me, Friartown, for I have
sinned. It has been a while since my
last confession.
You see, I am guilty of a grievous
sin, but to make matters worse, I have
no desire to repent, nor do I see a need
to repent. I suppose that makes this
confession all the worse, but great sinner
that I am, I need to get this off of my chest.
I am a fan of the University of Rhode
Island. Always have been, and I suspect
I always will be. Although my allegiance
belongs first and foremost to Providence
College, I cheer for, follow, and support
the Rhody Rams.
Like most everybody
else, I learned to follow
the teams that my father
followed and jeered the
teams that my father jeered.
When the Red Sox were
playing, we rooted for the
Red Sox. When the Packers
were on, I was told, "The
guys in the green jerseys
are the good guys and the
guys in the white jerseys
are the bad guys." When
PC was playing, we cheered
for PC. I learned to hate the
Yankees, the Cowboys, and
Boston College almost as
much as I learned to love
Boston, Green Bay, and
Providence. From an early
age, I was a Friars fan, but
my father never had a bad
word to say about our
friendly neighbors to the
south, the Rhody Rams.
So I followed the Rams
as a boy, even though they
were very often playing
second fiddle to the Friars.
For much of my life, PC
has been a better team than
URI, so the Friars have
generally gotten the front
page, while the Rams have
gotten a "Special to the
Journal" on page six.
But
things
have
changed in the past few
years. The Rams are now
a force in the Atlantic 10, and made a
four game run in the NIT last season.
What's more: the recent installments in
the Friars-Rams rivalry have been very
memorable. Providence lost last year in
a heartbreaker, 86-82. This weekend's
contest should be a nail-biter as well.
It is, perhaps, a strange twist of fate
that many of my high school friends
became URI students during the past
few years, during which the Rams
have improved dramatically. How can
you hate a team that the majority of
your friends love?
All this sounds bad, I know. But I
want to suggest that my being a fan
of URI in no way detracts from my
loyalty to Providence. There is a rivalry
between Providence and Rhode Island
which we can be proud of. I believe
we can call it one of the great rivalries
of New England basketball. There
is a temptation, though, to believe
that merely because of the rivalry's
existence, we are justified in hating the
Rams and anything that looks blue and
white with one eye closed and the other
eye squinted. The temptation, I believe,
is the result of our experiences with the
greatest rivalries of modern American
sports: Red Sox-Yankees, Army-Navy,
Celtics-Lakers. In these instances, you
cannot be a fan of both teams. To do so
would amount to treachery.
But the PC-URI rivalry differs in
kind from these great rivalries with
which we are so familiar. These

rivalries are born of a combination
of three elements: first, competition
for supremacy in a league; second,
regular meetings at the highest level of
competition; third, competing claims
on being the standard-bearer for an
institution. Notice that none of these,
the most storied rivalries in sports, is
dependent on geographic proximity.
This is not to say, however, that
geographic proximity does not give
rise to great rivalries, for it does.
Geographic proximity alone is the
mother of the Providence-Rhode
Island rivalry. The point is that two
teams playing in the same state, unlike
the three elements of the modern
rivalries I have mentioned, does not
require a fan to love one team and
hate the other. In fact, by virtue of their

'12 was the next Lady Friar to place,
with a 75th place finish in a time of
21:22. Charlotte Ffrench O'Carroll
'12 posted an 85th place finish with
a time of 21:29, followed by Emma
Perron '11 who, with a time of 23:28,
finished 134th. Samantha Roecker '13
(143rd, 22:06) and Arnie Schumacher
'11 (207th, 23:28) also competed for the
Lady Friars. The women's team posted
343 points in total.
Lee Carey '12 paced the men's cross
country team with a 24th place finish
out of the 246 runners that competed.
Carey finished the 10-kilometer race in
a time of 30:19.9, earning All-American
honors for the first time in his career
at Providence. Dominic Channon '12
crossed the finish line with a 44th place

finish in a time of 30:40. Following
Channon across the finish line was
Julian Matthews '12 who, with a time
of 31:28, finished 107th. Eric Malnati
'13 finished 142nd with a time of 31:54.
Matt Terry '12 rounded out the scoring
of the Friars with a 196th place finish
with a time of 32:58. Ahmed Ali '13
(199th, 33:00) and Francis Hernandez
'14 (207th, 35:02) also raced for
Providence. The Friars finished with
510 points.
Next year, many of the top runners
will be returning for both teams. This was
a solid year, and with so many returning,
next year looks just as promising. Up next
for the Friars is the Indoor Track season,
which kicks off on Friday, Dec. 3, at the
Fordham Invitational.

Got a Minute?
Alexis Smith ’12 catches up with Tcya Wright ’11 of the Women’s Basketball Team.
Teya Wright
Senior
#2
Forward
Women's Hoops
Peterson, N.J.

Must-See TV: Law & Order: SVLl
Karaoke Song: "I'm Every Woman"
by Whitney Houston
Guilty Pleasure at the Mall: Dairy
Queen for a Cream Blizzard
Dream Date: Dwayne Wade
Food She Can't Stand: Tofu
Surprising Skills: Drawing and
Playing the Drums

HOOPS: Rout ofCCSU
continued from back page

closeness, each team has a legitimate
claim to the fans' loyalty. In this way, it
is neither treacherous nor disloyal for a
Rhode Islander to be a fan of both the
Friars and the Rams.
Now, there is an interesting corollary
from this system I have set out that
determines which teams we are, in fact,
justified in jeering. According to the
elements I have listed, Providence fans
cannot root vehemently against a team
based on the first or second elements.
The Friars are not fighting for first in
the Big East, nor are they regulars
in the NCAA Tournament. We have
all the reason in the world, however,
to root vehemently against Boston
College and Georgetown, based on the
third element. The face of American
Catholic higher education is too much
influenced by our Jesuit brethren
and their pseudo-Catholicism. Every
Friars-Eagles and Friars-Hoyas game,
then, is emblematic of Providence's
struggle to replace Boston College and
Georgetown as the standard-bearer of
American collegiate Catholicism.
Although there is nothing so grave
up for grabs on Saturday, I want to be
clear: 1 will be cheering for the Friars
this weekend. My heart is now with
Providence, and my loyalty will always
remain with the Smith Hillers. But after
Saturday, I am hoping for both the Friars
and the Rams to have great seasons, and
to make Rhode Island proud.

Northeastern's favor once again, as
they regained a six point lead with just
under 15 minutes to play. But this time,
their lead did not last very long at all.
The Friars were able to stop turning the
ball over and play with heart, pride, and
great tenacity until the final buzzer.
With 13:43 left, Duke Mondy '13
picked the pocket of the man whom
he was guarding and passed the ball to
Brooks, who laid it in to make it a four
point game. And on the next possession,
Brooks once again scored for the Friars
on an alley-oop from Council.
At the 12:13 mark, tire Friars once
again tied the game thanks to a threepoint play by Mondy, and then took
back the lead when Council stole the
ball at half court, reversed direction, and
made a layup at 10:30. From then on, the
Friars did not relinquish their lead.
The Friars put on a show during the
last ten minutes of the game thanks to
several dunks by Bilal Dixon '13, two
swishes by Council, a pair of threepointers and four made foul shots by
Brooks, who took over the game during
the last several minutes. Brooks finished
with 27 points to lead the Friars to a 7772 nail-biter over the Huskies.
It was a tale of two halves for
Providence on Monday against Central
Connecticut State, a powerhouse of the
NEC, but a team clearly not of Big East
caliber. Providence won 92-57, but the
first half was much closer than the score
might indicate. The Friars jumped out to
an early lead, and held a 13-2 advantage
by the 15:27 mark of the first half. That
lead swiftly evaporated, however, as
Blue Devils' Ken Horton sparked a
comeback, which eventually put the
Friars on the short end of a 29-20 score.
"We said in the huddle before
the game that we can't play down to
the level of the competition," said
Coleman, who finished with 14 points.
"A team like this can stay around if you
let them, and next thing you know you
have a game."
And a game it was. CCSU used a
very effective 1-3-1 full-court press
during the first half that stymied
the Providence offense. It has been a
week full of learning for this young
Providence team, which faced solid
zone defenses in the Cancun Challenge
and the Blue Devils' press on Monday.
The Friars had seen neither defense

previously this season.
"In their 1-3-1 they were disruptive,"
said Friars Head Coach Keno Davis.
"They were aggressive. And you could
just tell that our guys were unsure of
what exactly to do."
Three and four-minute scoring
draughts in the first half plagued
Providence's performance, but solid
shooting from the field and a perfect
showing from the free-throw line kept
the Friars in the game.
Mondy scored back-to-back treys,
and Council followed up with a lay
up which cut the Blue Devils' lead
down to three as half time approached.
Providence regained the lead thanks
to a hook shot by Batts, and two free
throws by Council closed out the half
with PC leading narrowly 38-37.
But that narrow lead would expand
dramatically in the second half thanks
to the clinic that Brooks put on in
the early going. The Friars shot 63.6
percent from the field and 50 percent
from behind the three-point lines—
two factors which were critical to
establishing the lead.
"We...started off the second half
as if it was the beginning of the game,
which experienced teams are able to
do," said Coach Davis. "They're able
to not start slowly in the second half.
I thought we looked like a different
team, for the better."
Of the first 18 points the Friars
scored in the second half, Brooks
accounted for 14 of them. In a matter
of eight minutes, Brooks dunked twice,
had two three-pointers, and scored a
series of lay-ups. His play undoubtedly
ignited a Friar run that ultimately
sealed the victory for Providence.
"We're getting better and better every
game," said Brooks. And not only are
the Friars getting better as their schedule
progresses, but they are getting better
and better as each individual game goes
on. If they can play Saturday's game in
the manner in which they did during
the last several minutes, beating URI
will be a very attainable goal.
"We have to take each game one
by one and keep seeing what kind of
numbers we can put up," said Coach
Davis. "Even though this is a young
team and we're one or two years away
from being where we want to be, this
team wants to win now."

30 The Cowl

SPORTS

December 2, 2010

SportsBoss
Commentary
Maybe it was the fact that Ohio
State President E. Gordon Gee said
he believed TCU was not worthy to
play for a BCS championship. Perhaps
it's a real chance to make other sports
more competitive by riding the
football team's success into a big-time
conference. No matter the reasons,
TCU has decided to give in to the BCS
system and become a legitimate big
conference school.
Beginning in the 2012-13 school
year, TCU will start competing in the
Big East Conference in all sports. The
Homed Frogs have become nationally
known for their recent success on the
gridiron out of the Mountain West
Conference. They currently sit as the
third-ranked team in the nation in
the BCS standings. TCU is currently
undefeated, but could easily be on the
outside looking in at a BCS Title Game
in January. The main reasons for this are
that they play in a non-BCS conference,
and they have a schedule that does
not compare to the teams ranked both
ahead of and behind them in the BCS
standings. TCU hopes to remedy these
issues by joining one of the best college
conferences in the nation.
TCU will become the ninth football
team in the Big East. Villanova, who
is currently making the transition

from FCS to FBS, has been invited to
become the 10th football school in
the conference. Since the football side
of things appears to be all set with 10
teams, the new question is what will be
done in terms of basketball.
TCU will become the 19th team in
the competitive Big East basketball
conference. If the Big East could lure
one more team into the conference
strictly for basketball, that would make
an even 20 and would allow for East

Texas Christian
University Joins
the Big East

programs to the Big East because they
are currently in the Big 12 for all sports
and would not benefit in the move. UCF
would probably jump at a football spot
more than a basketball spot. Houston
would probably want to come in for
both basketball and football.
The Big East will not remove their
invitation to Villanova because it is
already in the conference and has the
monetary means to build a competitive
Big East football team. Villanova is on a

EAST

WEST
MEETS

and West divisions. There have not
been divisions in Big East basketball
since 2003-04, when there were 16
teams in the conference.
Several names have already started
entering the conversation: Memphis,
UCF, Kansas, Kansas State, and
Houston. The only issue with these
schools is that they all have established
football programs that would want to
move into the Big East alongside their
school's basketball program.
I do not see Kansas or Kansas
State only bringing their basketball

path similar to the UConn football team
and could easily become a powerhouse
team competing for Big East BCS-berths.
I think Memphis makes the most
sense for the Big East. The football team
has had some success, but would benefit
more by building in Conference-USA.
However, the basketball team would
benefit greatly in the Big East. This is
a team that has a young coach capable
of recruiting some of the best talent in
the nation and fielding a team capable
of winning in arguably the best college
basketball conference in America.

For a team like Providence,
Memphis would pose a serious
threat. Memphis has the talent
and the recruiting connections to
immediately contend in the top half
of the Big East. However, if one is
looking at the overall strength of
the conference, Memphis would be
a great fit and would bring more
national attention for games on ESPN
and CBS. It would also bring in more
revenue to the conference, which is a
good thing for the Friars.
There is also the other possibility: The
Big East asks one of its teams to leave
to make room for TCU. This would
also mean there would be no need to
recruit another college. Seton Hall has
already been asked to reevaluate their
status in the conference.
Some are afraid that Providence
could be one of the teams in that
conversation. It is a long shot that
the Big East asks Providence, an
original member since the conference's
inception back in 1979, to leave.
The best scenario is for Keno Davis
to take this program back to the NCAA
tournament before the 2012-2013
season begins. This would end any
speculation about the Friars' future in
the Big East.
That, or Providence becomes an
advocate for adding another contender
to the impressive list of Big East
basketball teams.

Friars Stymied by Huskies, Rebound vs. Crusaders
by Alexis Smith '12
Sports Staff

Men’s Hockey
The Men's Hockey Team won
Saturday in an afternoon game against
Holy Cross at the Hart Center in
Worcester, Mass. The win improved
Providence's record to 6-5-3 overall,
while Holy Cross moved to 6-6-1.
The first goal was scored by
Captain Kyle MacKinnon '11 for
his team-leading ninth goal of the
season to give the Friars a 1-0 lead
at the 15:17 mark of the first period.
The goal came from an assist by Eric
Baier '11 who fired a wrist shot on
goal from the point that was saved
by Holy Cross's goalie. MacKinnon
gained the rebound when he was
in front of the net and rifled home a
wrist shot. Captain Ian O'Connor '11
also assisted on the goal.
The Friar's goalie Alex Beaudry
'12 made two point-black saves early
in the second period just as a Holy
Cross power play expired to help PC
maintain their one-goal advantage. The
tables turned when, with five seconds
remaining in the second period, the
Crusaders scored on a three-on-two
rush to even the score at 1-1,19:55 into
the period.
Assistant captain Ben Farrer '11
made the game winning goal at the
10:27 of the third period when he broke
the 1-1 tie. Farrer's goal happened after
a PC face-off win in the Holy Cross
zone. MacKinnon won the face-off
back to the point to teammate Danny
New '12 who ripped a one-timer that
glanced off the outside left post. Then
Farrer collected the loose puck and
skated in before he lifted a wrist shot
over the goalie's right shoulder and
into the Crusaders' net. It was Farrer's
career-high third goal of the season. •
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Ben Farrer ’11 scored his third goal of the season to break a 1-1 tie with Holy Cross on Saturday,
Nov. 27 in Worcester.

With one minute remaining in the
third period, Holy Cross pulled the
goalie for an extra skater and the
Friars were whistled for a tripping
penalty with 29 seconds remaining,
giving the Crusaders a six-on-four
power play. Beaudry made a right
pad save on a'shot'from the slot by a

Crusader with 17 seconds remaining
and the Friars withstood the late
pressure to earn the win. By the end
of the game, Beaudry finished with
25 saves, while the Crusaders' goalie
finished with 38 stops.
Before the break Providence had a
doubleheader against- Northeastern.

Friday, they were at home and
finished with a point, tying them 3-3.
"We dominated the first period and
gave up a goal late in the first period
that let them back in it," said Head
Coach Tim Army.
In Saturday's game, Providence
walked away with no points in a 5-0
loss. The Friars are now 3-3-3 in Hockey
East play. Northeastern improved to
2-7-3 overall and 2-4-2 in the league.
During
the
Saturday
game,
Providence outshot Northeastern
12-10 but was unable to score. The
Huskies started off their five goals at
the 14:43 mark of the first period. To
add salt to the wound, Northeastern
scored a power-play goal 31 seconds
into the second period to double its
lead to 2-0.
The Friars nearly cut the lead in half
while on the power play when Derek
Army '14 gained possession of the
puck and had a partial breakaway, but
his back hander missed just wide at
8:58. Then late in the period, Eric Baier
'11 setup Jordan Kremyr '11 in front,
but was unable to re-direct the puck
into the net.
"We played well our first game
against Northeastern, but ran out of
energy for the second game," said
O'Connor.
Two more goals in the third period
made the score 4-0. The final score
was made late in the period after Matt
Germain '11 skated on a partial shorthanded breakaway during a battle to
kill a five-minute power play, but his
shot was stopped by Northeastern's
goaltender.
"Falling behind two to nothing
zapped a lot of our energy," said
Coach Army.
The Friars are back in action on
Friday, Dec. 3, at 7:00 p.m. when
they play the first game of a twogame home series against Maine at
Schneider Arena. , . - •.<, .
.....
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With Week 12 behind us, the AFC is still very much up for grabs.
Who is the favorite as the play-offs approach?
As the NFL enters the last month of the
regular season, the AFC is still very much
up for grabs. The Indianapolis Colts and
the San Diego Chargers have struggled
to 6-5 records, division rivals Baltimore
and Pittsburgh are tied with 8-3 records,
and the Patriots find themselves with
a 9-2 record in second place behind the
AFC favorites, the New York Jets.
To the doubters who claim that, save
six plays over the course of seven games,
the Jets would have a losing record, there
is no denying the fact that record-wise,
the Jets are the best team in the NFL. And
while the Gang Green may not have the
same fire power that the Patriots have,
they are finding ways to win.
The Jets have all the pieces to
win the AFC. Second-year QB Mark
Sanchez has matured much faster
than experts had predicted, and has
2,472 yards, 16 touchdowns, and only
eight interceptions going into Week
13. Running backs Shonn Greene and
LaDainian Tomlinson have provided
the Jets with the second-best rushing
offense in the NFL. Finally, the wide
receiving corps, of Brayion Edwards,
Dustin Keller, and Santonio Holmes,
have provided the Jets with legitimate
deep threats. This offense, paired with
the number three defense in the NFL
and the best offensive line in all of
football, has the star power to take the
New York Jets the distance.
Of course, as a Jets fan, I always have
to be prepared for disappointment.
The statement game is upon us: Jets
vs. Patriots on Monday, Dec. 6. The
winner of this game will most likely
win the AFC East. And while there
is usually some Tom Brady magic in
December, this year, as long as Revis
Island is open for business, is the Year
of the Jets.
- Joe Dalli '14

With five games left in the regular
season, the play-off race is tight. A
single win or loss within the next
month can determine whether or
not teams will be watching from
the sidelines or watching from their
couches at home in January. The
main AFC contender as the playoffs
approach is definitely the New
England Patriots. The Patriots have a
9-2 record and have the momentum
on their side. Many people are looking
to the New York Jets as the top team
in the AFC, but we have to take a look
at the schedule differences. The New
York Jets, despite also having a record
of 9-2, have only beaten two teams
that have a winning record. The Pats,
on the other hand, have beaten five
teams that have a winning record.
Throughout the past few seasons,
the Pats have proved their placement
in the upper echelon of the NFL. They
have won three of the last eight Super
Bowl titles and quarterback Tom
Brady has led them to each. Brady
had thrown 23 touchdown passes,
compared to 16 from Mark Sanchez
of the Jets. He has the experience and
the clear head to let the Pats power
through the next month of play and
ultimately be a top play-off team.
It will be interesting to see what
happens next Monday when these
two teams meet up for Monday
Night Football. The last time the Pats
and the Jets met on the turf, in Week
2, the Jets proved victorious, 28-14.
But, as you know, a Week 13 team is
exponentially different from a Week 2
team. This game is going to decide a
lot for the AFC, especially in the East.
Who will prove to be the favorite?
My money is on the Pats—and that is
coming from a Giants fan.
- Meg O'Neill '12

by John Butler 'll
Sports Editor

Sports Digest
'Tis
the
Season. The
latest
installment of the Providence-URI
rivalry is set to go down on Saturday,
Dec. 4 at 4:00 p.m. at the Dunk. If you
are heading to the game, be sure to
bring along a canned good or a nonperishable food item to support the
Student-Athlete Advisory Council’s
annual food drive. All collected items
will be donated to the Rhode Island
Community Food Bank.
Alumni Notes. Mark Fayne TO,
who only earlier this year was giving
his all at Schneider Arena, is now
playing for the NHL's New Jersey
Devils. Fayne was called up from
Albany, New Jersey's AHL affiliate
before Thanksgiving. Fayne joins
former teammate Matt Taormina '09,
who is also a member of the Devils, but
is currently sidelined due to injury.
No Rest for the Runners. Believe it
or not, the Men's and Women's Indoor
Track Teams begin their seasons on
Friday, Dec. 4 at the Fordham Inv Rational
in the Bronx. The distance corps, just
finished a successful cross country
season, which culminated in impressive
finishes at the NCAA Championship
Meet on Monday, Nov. 22. The harriers
will join the sprinters, middle distance
runners, and throwers for what should
be another successful season.
Marcin and Minogue Named to AllStar Team. After leading Providence to
one of its most successful seasons in
recent memory, Matt Marcin '11 and
Bryan Minogue '11 were selected to
play in the NEISL All-Star Game on
Sunday, Nov. 28 at Harvard.
A Tip of the Cap. A tip of the cap
goes out to Marshon Brooks '11 who
looked about as sharp as he ever looked
on Monday against Central Connecticut
State. Brooks had 26 points against the
Blue Demons, and had a masterful
showing in the second half that included

a couple of slam d unks, some treys, and
some impressive lay-ups. Brooks' play
sparked a Friars' run that ultimately
gave them a 34 point lead.
Thrice as Nice. It took three
overtime periods, but the Women's
Basketball Team
ultimately fell
to Alabama on the road over the
weekend. The Friars came up on the
short end of an 82-80 decision. The
contest was the consolation game of
the Junkanoo Jam on Freeport, Grand
Bahama Island.
Homed Frogs Cloud the Big
East's Future. Tire reaction to Texas
Christian University joining the Big
East this week was generally positive.
But adding a football school has
inevitably raised questions about the
future of the conference, especially if
the upper tier were to separate from
the lower tier, of which Providence (at
this time, anyway) is a member. So be
vigilant, Friar fans, because if the Jim
Calhouns of the world have their way,
Providence will be left out in the cold.
This Week's On-Campus Game to
Catch. Tire Men's Hockey Team is set to
take on a strong Maine team on Friday,
Dec. 3 at 7:00 p.nr. at Schneider Arena.
Providence is coming off of an up-anddown week which was marred by a
shutout at the hands of Northeastern
in Boston. Maine, meanwhile, brings a
4-2-1 Hockey East record to town, along
with a No. 9 ranking on the national
scene. The game should be competitive,
especially considering that the Friars
are unbeaten at home this season.
This Week's Off-Campus Game
to Read About. The Swim Team is
competing in the Harol Anderson
Invitational on Friday, Dec. 3, which
features some of the best swimmers
in the Northeast. Expect the Friars
to turn in a good performance in the
water and from the diving board.
Providence, which got a full week of
practice in this week because there
were no meets scheduled, should
qualify some more swimmers and
divers for the Big East Championship
Meet in February.

Tates, Roberts Notch 18 Points Each in Win over Yale
by Dan McNamara '13
Sports Staff

Women’s Basketball
As the Women's Basketball Team
prepared for their Thanksgiving trip
to the Bahamas for the Junkanoo Jam,
they were focusing in on Hartford and
Hofstra instead of turkey and gravy.
The day after Thanksgiving, the
Friars opened up the Junkanoo Jam
against Arizona State. The Friars were
unable to get a quick start as the Sun
Devils jumped out to a 20-6 lead. After
a 20-13 rally in the middle of the first
half, the Friars got right back in the
game. Rachel Barnes '12 scored seven
straight during that stretch. Despite
this hot shooting, the Friars shot
unusually poor in the first half, hitting
just 10 of 34 from the field.
The game went back and forth in
the second half as the Friars and Sun
Devils exchanged baskets. The Friars
ultimately fell short 63-56. Symone
Roberts '13 led the team with 18 points
while Teya Wright '11 posted 10 points
and a game-high seven rebounds.
Roberts' speed and tenacity have made
her a menace to other teams.
In the consolation game of the
tournament, the Friars faced Alabama.
The Friars took a 28-26 lead into
halftime as the Friars held the Crimson
Tide scoreless in the last two minutes
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Lola Wells had five points and seven assists for Providence against Yale on Wednesday, Dec. 1. The
Friars won the game 74-62.

of play. The Friars came out flat in
the early stages of the second half as
they fell victim to a 11-2 run and went
down by seven.
With the Friars down 60-59,
Roberts was again the catalyst of the
team as she hit a three-pointer. With
1:22 remaining, Alabama hit two
free throws to tie the game. With 46
seconds to go, the Friars had the ball
and were going to hold it for a last
shot. The Friars did everything right,
but the ball would not fall and they
headed to overtime,

The teams played competitively in
the overtime period, but neither could
establish a lead, so a second overtime
period followed. Both sides traded
baskets for the first 3:30 in the second
overtime. After an Alabama bucket, the
Friars turned the ball over, which led to
an Alabama bucket to put them up 75-74.
After an Alabama free throw, Roberts used
her speed to send the game into a third
overtime as she went coast to coast hitting
a reverse lay up to tie the game at 76.
With 1:18 to go in the overtime
period, the Friars trailed 82-80 after a

free throw from Hankins. With 21.8
remaining after a Friars steal, Roberts
drove to the rack but could not get the
floater to fall as the Friars fell by two
in triple overtime. The Friars were led
by Hankins who netted 19 on the night
while Wright added 11 points and 10
boards. Roberts also added 16 points
on the night for the Friars.
On Wednesday, the Friars hosted
Yale. The Friars opened up strong as
they jumped out to a 10 point lead
early and never looked back.
The Friars opened the floodgates in
the second half as they went up 21 (5938) with 12:14 remaining in the half.
The Friars were able to withstand a
Bulldog rally as Yale got within eight
with 4:30 to play at 67-59 but were
not able to get any closer as the Friars
closed it out 74-62.
Wright and Hankins showed their
tenacity throughout the game as they
pounded the glass, each grabbing nine
boards to help the Friars hold a 52-36
advantage on the glass. Lola Wells '12 had
a game-high seven assists while Hankins
also added a game-high five blocks.
The Friars will take part in the Brown
Bear Classic this weekend at Brown.
"It would be great to get people to
our games like we had last season as
we made our postseason run," said
Head Coach Phil Seymore. "We would
love the students to see the progress
we have made over the past season
and could use all the student support.,"
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Providence Knocks Off Brown and Union
The Friars Conclude Their Non-Conference Schedule with Their Best Record in Five Seasons
by Al Daniel 'll
Sports Staff

Women’s Hockey
After spending the better part of
November in a half-and-half rut,
constantly alternating between wins
and losses, the Women's Hockey
Team has rediscovered the art of a
weekend sweep.
Following up on Friday's 3-2 Mayor's
Cup triumph, the Friars stamped a
2-1 squeaker past Union at Schneider
Arena Sunday. It was their first pair of
consecutive victories since the weekend
of Oct. 15, when they rounded out a fivegame tear. It helped them to pole-vault
back into the national rankings, sharing
USCHO's No. 10 slot with Northeastern
this week.
Perhaps most crucially, though, it
sealed them a 9-3-0 record against non
conference opponents, the program's
first winning inter-league record since
the 2005-06 season. While Head Coach
Bob Deraney admits that his pupils
still have yet to flaunt the top of their
game, he welcomes the thicker ice
as they shift to the remainder of the
Hockey East pennant race.
"I want to count the two McGill
[exhibition] games in there too, because
McGill has beaten some NCAA teams,"
Deraney said. "So technically we're 113, which I think is the best non-league
record we've ever had, and that's a
credit to the group.
"I've told them that this team has
the ability to be one of the best teams
I've ever coached here at Providence
College. And that's why I say to you,
I'm not satisfied with winning trophies
and I'm not satisfied with winning
games. We're chasing something

*
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Some late heroics by Ashley Cottrell ’12 secured the Mayor’s Cup for Providence in a Saturday night
game at Brown. Cottrell scored the gamewinner with 58.9 seconds left in regulation.

greater than that. We're chasing
excellence, trying to play the game
the way we're capable of playing, not
just play-to-play or shift-to-shift, but
period-to-period.
"We want to put together a
complete game. That's what we're
chasing right now."
Last Sunday, the Friars had a
radiant chance to flatten the doors
faster than a Black Friday throng at
Wal-Mart. Tripping and interference
minors to Union's Kelly Alyea and
Emma Rambo—called at 3:25 and
4:05 respectively in the first period —
granted them two minutes and 40

consecutive seconds of power-play time,
including an 80-second 5-on-3 segment.
But Dutchwomen goaltender Kate
Gallagher (29 saves) repelled all five
shots she faced as well as the other eight
before intermission, three of which
came during another penalty kill.
Getting
a
fourth
unanswered
opportunity at 0:50 of the middle frame,
PC's barren power-play brigade finally
clicked to seize a 1-0 lead. A minute-long
swarm in Union territory culminated
in Abby Gauthier '12, stationed at the
backdoor to the right of Gallagher, tipping
in a diagonal feed from Ashley Cottrell '12.
The Friars ultimately registered 11

unanswered stabs at Gallagher for the
first 15 minutes of the second period,
not allotting the Dutchwomen any
hacks at Genevieve Lacasse until the
final three minutes. But Gallagher
continued to hold fort until five
seconds after the Dutchwomen killed
their seventh penalty of the day.
While a jailbreaking Marissa Gentile
made her way back into the play, PC's Jen
Friedman '12 vacuumed a vain clearing
attempt at the straightaway point and
nailed an insurance goal—her second of
the weekend—through a screen and in
off the pipe with 12:21 to spare.
The Friedman-issued cushion was
enlisted to service a mere 3:06 later
when, during a two-minute hooking
sentence against Gauthier, Union's
Emilie Arsenault beat Lacasse
through the five-hole on an ice-kisser
from the slot.
For the remaining 9:15 of action, the
keyed-up visitors controlled the biscuit,
issuing each of the last six shots on net,
including three with an extra attacker
within the final 30 seconds. But Lacasse,
the nation's leader in cumulative saves
(511) and minutes played (1025:57),
denied everything, compensating her
skating mates' efforts.
"I thought we played pretty well,"
said Deraney. "[Gallagher] played
extremely well. I don't think the
score was indicative of our territorial
advantage, so you've got to give them
credit. She kept them in the game and
it's putting us in situations that I think
will help us down the road.
"When you're defending one-goal
leads with minutes to go or seconds
to go, you get to work on situational
things that you don't normally get to
work on. I'm very proud of the way
we've executed in those challenging
situations," said Deraney.

Brooks' TJ Points Net PC a Win over Huskies Greany, Carey
Lead Friars at
Nationals
by Nick Aiken '12 &
John Butler '11
Sports Staff

Men’s Basketball
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The Men's Basketball Team hosted
Northeastern University at the Dunkin'
Donuts Center on Wednesday, Dec. 1.
From the get-go, it was evident that a
victory over the Huskies was not going
to be an easy task for the Friars.
The Huskies came out strong,
assuming an 11-2 lead over the Friars
just minutes into the game. At the
15:31 mark, Friars Head Coach Keno
Davis called a timeout to try to stop the
bleeding and rally his troops. It didn't
work. In a 12 minute span characterized
by sloppy offense and hot Husky
shooting, Northeastern was able to keep
building on their lead, and eventually
increased it to 11 points with just under
eight minutes left in the half.
But then the Friars showed signs
of life. Vincent Council '13 used his
signature jive and drive move to create
a chance for a three-point play, with just
under three minutes to play. He missed
the foul shot, but he brought the Friars
within three points of the Huskies, their
smallest deficit all game. The Huskies,
though, were able to increase their
advantage to four, and it looked as if this
would be the deficit the Friars would face
heading into the locker room. However,
Marshon Brooks '11 did not see it that
way. With just seconds remaining in
the first half, Brooks sprinted down the
court, faked out two Husky defenders,
and laid it off .the glass at the buzzer

by Bridget Stack '13
Sports Staff

Cross Country

down a jumper to propel the Friars to their
first lead. Coleman was named the Big East
Rookie of the Week after his impressive
play in the Cancun Classic.
Just as things were looking up
for Providence, the tides turned in

The season came to a close for the
Men's and Women's Cross Country
Teams as both teams competed in
the NCAA Championships. The race
took place on Monday, Nov. 22, in
Terre Haute, Ind. The women's team
bested their 11th place finish from
last year with a ninth place finish in
the race. This finish marked the 17th
time in the program's history that the
Lady Friars finished in the top 10 at
the NCAA Championships. It was the
best team finish for the Lady Friars
since 2006. The men's cross country
team finished 22nd out of the 31 teams
that competed.
Shelby Greany '13 led the Lady
Friars with a 12th place finish in a sea
of 253 runners. Greany crossed the
finish line of the six-kilometer race
with a time of 29:22.2, earning AllAmerican honors for the first time
in cross country. Following Greany
across the finish line was Mary Kate
Champagne '12 who, with a time of
21:01, finished 39th. Hannah Davidson
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Vincent Council had 15 points, eight rebounds, and six assists in the Friars’ 77-72 victory over
Northeastern on Wednesday, Dec. 1.

to make the halftime score 37-35 in
Northeastern's favor.
Although the contest remained close
until the final second of play, the Friars
outplayed the Huskies during the second
half. Gerard Coleman '14 tied the game
at 39 just minutes itifo the half, and just
minutes later, Kadeem Batts '14 knocked

